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344 A BLACK AUTONOMY READER (incomplete)

State. For years, the Left has mostly sat on the sidelines when the Black masses
have decided to fight. In some cases, the Black Left has co-opted the Black struggle
to build their activist clout, get book deals, and nonprofit money while the Black
masses are killed and incarcerated for fighting in the rebellion. The reality is that as
a revolutionary, I have more to learn from the Black youth who fought the police
in my city or from prisoner who fought the COs in prison than I do from Black
or non-Black leftists with PhDs. The reality is the real struggle against the police
and racial capitalism emerges from the margins. The people with the least to lose
are the ones most willing to fight. Unfortunately, most of the Black “abolitionists”
and leftists do not care at all to build or interact with these young rebels. Despite
this, The Dragon will be awakened, and that’s word to George Jackson. We all
saw the precinct burn. Most Black academics and nonprofit types are incapable of
comprehending what it meant. Most Black academics wrote it off or ignored it.
'The Black writers who guided my understanding in the moments right after the
rebellion and engaged directly with the politics of the revolt were Marcus Sundjata
Brown, Idris Robinson, the We Still Outside Collective, and Yannick Giovanni
Marshall. I thank them for keeping my head on straight with their analysis.

It is the duty of Black anarchists and Black revolutionaries to build our own
networks that train and prepare ourselves mentally for uprisings as it clear that
the Black left (both the activist and academic forms) is uninterested in creating
® networks that could actually fight alongside the Black masses. I want to be clear ®
that I do not believe Black anarchists should be doing a sort of Leftist soldier
cosplay like we've seen with some of the black bloc anarchists, especially in
Portland and elsewhere. I think that the specialization that some anarchists have
engaged in is alienating, and it often doesn't contribute anything tactically. Plus,
I saw people in black bloc protect police stations, wave American flags, and act
in roles for “descalation.” Black youth with t-shirts over their faces seemed more
capable and willing to fighting than many of the seemingly geared-up or well-
prepared militants (who were mostly white) in my view. It is a tricky position that
Black anarchists find themselves in, as we should be training to be ready for an
uprising, but we also shouldn’t engage in some strange anarchist military shit that
parts of Left seem into.

Even so, most of the Black left is just as opposed to the revolt of the Black masses
as the Black liberals are. Most Black abolitionist or Black socialist groups just
want to march around making “demands” about community control of the police,
which has little appeal to the masses of Black people and therefore is not much
better than the faux black bloc militants. I know Pan-Africanists who will call the
police while quoting Kwame Ture in their facebook posts. The Black left has little
to no presence in the Black community and instead they spend most of their time
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