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Interviewing Warren McGregor of ZACF
Warren McGregor & Leroy Maisiri
(2018)

Warren McGregor is an activist born in the Coloured townships of the Cape Flats, now
resident in Johannesburg, where he is involved in working class and union education.

Leroy Maisiri (LM): First of all thank you so much for your time, and making
room for me in your busy schedule. Please kindly begin stating your name and
any political affiliations you have with organisations or movements within the left.

Warren McGregor (WM): It’s a pleasure, but please call me “Warren.” I am a
member of the Zabalaza Anarchist Communist Front (ZACF), as well as of the
Tokologo African Anarchist Collective (TAAC), and I identify myself politically

as an anarchist.

LM: It appears there is a new interest in forming a “worker’s party” in South Africa
at present. Some people think the National Union of Metalworkers of South Africa
(NUMSA) will be the heart of that party, given its recent separation from the Tripartite
Alliance of the African National Congress (ANC), the Congress of South African
Trade Unions (COSATU), and the South African Communist Party (SACP). Others
place their hopes in formations like the new Workers and Socialist Party (WASP), or
even in Julius Malema’s Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF). And many people have
great hopes that the ANC can be ousted by such parties in upcoming elections. Do
you think that there is a need for a worker’s party in South Africa?

WM: Do I think there is a need for it? No. Ultimately you have to look at what the
purpose of the workers’ party would be: obviously it would be the same as all other

parties, to, in whatever way, access state power. Historically, ideas of a workers’

party as a means for the working class to take power and change society come
from the Marxist tradition and from social democracy, the desire being to access
state power through revolutionary or (usually, these days) electoral means.

What we anarchists would say is that there is no need for a worker’s party. And.

in fact, that it would be very detrimental, not only here in South Africa but
worldwide, to the workers’struggle.
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