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little bit. And that went on I think until two or three in the morning, and then the 
next day there was all these reports of the cops preparing to abandon and the news 
was publishing photos of moving trucks, and then the cops ceded the precinct, 
they boarded it up and left. I don’t think a lot of people realized on the ground was 
that those barricades we had created in order to protect our flanks and our sides 
became the boundary of the zone immediately after. It kind of just happened.

I don’t many of the anarchists in town were ready for it, or prepared. I don’t think 
many of the activists or the radicals that had been on the street for years were ready 
or anticipating that by any means. I think it caught a lot of us off guard in the best 
possible way.

TFSR: Yeah, I don’t think we have many examples of something that feels like a 
success or a win when confronting the police. They basically are out there usually 
out there to distract us and tire us out or injure us. I have a friend who spent a 
lot of time in Chile during the uprising there and they were talking about how a 
lot of people on Turtle Island don’t realize this but this is something they saw in 
so-called Chile, there are bodies in those uniforms and that will tire out and they 
will give up. They put up this visage of being never ending sources of power and 
determination and whatever else but ultimately they will tire out and there’s more 
of us than there are of them. It must have been a crazy thing to see like suddenly 
the footprint of your self-defense became the outline of this little space.

D: Yeah, and the composition of the crowd was like – it’s weird because everyone’s 
in masks, so it’s even hard to find friends. I think it was also because the crowd 
had seen what had happened that Saturday when things were on fire and being 
looted and they saw the precinct burn in Minneapolis and they saw looting occur 
other places, that there was a level of militancy that didn’t necessarily line up with 
people’s political ideology. Like Bernie Bros with gas masks. It was just absurd to 
see what was going on, how people came, you had like sorority girls in training 
with like White Claw at the front-line screaming at cops, for the good and the 
bad that that makes. It was a completely heterogeneous crowd and that might be 
an understatement. It was so different.

TFSR: I want to ask about what you think about where folks who were there were 
coming from, and the impacts of cohesion being formed in the neighborhood 
a little bit later. Since the police actually pulled out their stuff there’s a lot of 
discussion in media like “Are they going to burn it?” The socialist City Council 
member was talking about turning it into a community center, there’s been a lot of 
discussion about what would happen and it’s been a while now since the space has 
been there. Can you talk about immediately after the cops had left and the cops 
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