BT ] - (T

28 A BLACK AUTONOMY READER (incomplete)

so much more a source of profit now that ex-slave owners would not return to the
old system if they could.

So many able writers have shown that the unjust institutions which work so
much misery and suffering to the masses have their root in governments, and
owe their whole existence to the power derived from government, we cannot help
but believe that were every law, every title deed, every court, and every police
officer or soldier abolished tomorrow with one sweep, we would be better off than
now. The actual, material things that man needs would still exist; his strength and
skill would remain and his instinctive social inclinations retain their force and the
resources of life made free to all the people that they would need no force but that
of society and the opinion of fellow beings to keep them moral and upright.

Freed from the systems that made him wretched before, he is not likely to make
himself more wretched for lack of them. Much more is contained in the thought
that conditions make man what he is, and not the laws and penalties made for
his guidance, than is supposed by careless observation. We have laws, jails, courts,
armies, guns and armories enough to make saints of us all, if they were the true
preventives of crime; but we know they do not prevent crime; that wickedness and
depravity exist in spite of them, nay, increase as the struggle between classes grows
fiercer, wealth greater and more powerful and poverty more gaunt and desperate.

To the governing class the anarchists say: “Gentlemen, we ask no privilege, we
propose no restriction; nor, on the other hand, will we permit it. We have no new
shackles to propose, we seek emancipation from shackles. We ask no legislative
sanction, for co-operation asks only for a free field and no favors; neither will we
permit their interference.("?) It asserts that in freedom of the social unit lies the
freedom of the social state. It asserts that in freedom to possess and utilize soil
lie social happiness and progress and the death of rent. It asserts that order can
only exist where liberty prevails, and that progress leads and never follows order.
It asserts, finally, that this emancipation will inaugurate liberty, equality, fraternity.
That the existing industrial system has outgrown its usefulness, if it ever had any,
is, I believe, admitted by all who have given serious thought to this phase of social
conditions.

'The manifestations of discontent now looming upon every side show that society
is conducted on wrong principles and that something has got to be done soon or
the wage class will sink into a slavery worse than was the feudal serf. I say to the
wage class: Think clearly and act quickly, or you are lost. Strike not for a few cents
more an hour, because the price of living will be raised faster still, but strike for all
you earn, be content with nothing less.
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