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ADDITIONAL NOTES

Black Autonomy Is Not Separatist
Lorenzo Kom’boa Ervin
(2013)

However, we also have differences with the Black (and other race) nationalists,
although we may share many basic ideas with them on cultural autonomy. We
also believe in and treasure many of the traditions and history of our peoples,
but believe it must be ‘demystified’ and made into a culture of resistance, rather
than personality cults or escapism from the reality of fighting racism. Further,
we categorically do not believe in any “race nationalism”, which demonizes
white people and advocates some sort of biological determinism. We are not
xenophobic; so do not entertain any race mythology about European peoples as
either a superior species or as devils. And although we recognize the necessity of
autonomous struggles in this period, we can work with white workers and poor
people around specific campaigns.

O} Our major point of our differences is that we are not seeking a build a Black O]
nation-state.

In fact, we believe the same class politics of “haves and have-nots” will show itself
within any type of Black nation-state, whether it’s an Islamic, secular New African,
or African Socialist state, and that this will produce an extreme class differential
and economic/political injustice among those oppressed peoples of color. We can
look at a succession of dictatorships and capitalist regimes in Africa to let us know
this. We believe that a bourgeois class and political dictatorship is inevitable and
that a people’s revolution will breakout under such a Black Nationalist government.

Look at what is happening today under the former Apartheid government, now
under Black rule, united with the White capitalist class. The Black bourgeoisie
and business class have been elevated as the nominal ruling class, while the same
economic forces are exploiting and oppressing the African working class and poor.
Millions are homeless, unemployed, exploited at law, wage, labor, jobs, and are
landless. Capitalist Black Power has not freed Black people even after apartheid
has been defeated. Can the capitalist imperialist financial institutions any less
control a Black nation-state in America? Sovereignty is not an option in such a
world dominated by this system. A new Black nation-state on a North American
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