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lesbians, post-colonial subjects) suffer subjective vertigo when they meet the 
state’s disciplinary violence with the revolutionary violence of the subaltern; 
but they are spared objective vertigo. This is because the most disorienting 
aspects of their lives are induced by the struggles that arise from intra-
Human conflicts over competing conceptual frameworks and disputed 
cognitive maps, such as the American Indian Movement’s demand for the 
return of Turtle Island vs. the U.S.’s desire to maintain territorial integrity, 
or the Fuerzas Armadas de Liberación Nacional’s (FALN) demand for 
Puerto Rican independence vs. the U.S.’s desire to maintain Puerto Rico as 
a territory. But for the Black, as for the slave, there are no cognitive maps, 
no conceptual frameworks of suffering and dispossession which are analogic 
with the myriad maps and frameworks which explain the dispossession of 
Human subalterns.
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We must put into context comrades who have already lost their children to the 
plantation state’s foster care system. These comrades, who are subject to sensory 
deprivation, beatings and electrocution torture, work for a measly few cents an 
hour. Not because they want to but because they will be further isolated and 
punished if they do not comply with the production demands of the plantation. 
These comrades, many of whom have taken up arms against the banks and the slave 
catchers, are largely invisible to us simply because we don’t see them at any events 
and we don’t drink with them after the demo and they don’t come to dance parties. 
What’s more is we have allowed, through sheer neglect, the prison to become a 
factory that produces sociopaths who snitch on our comrades to get freedom and 
then come and wreak havoc on our communities. We have allowed that by our 
inaction. We have allowed rape to become just another gadget on the pig’s utility 
belt. The brothers know this intimately. Every time we see a pig we see ourselves 
being raped. Current plantation trends are going largely unnoticed.

Prison has always been the final gate in the repressive apparatus of a state. 
It serves the purpose of social and political control, although it manifests 
itself differently in different nation-states and in different political 
periods. Nevertheless, the prisoner is, with few exceptions, always a 
scapegoat and considered a deviant. Prison is not only a class weapon; it 
is also an instrument to control “alien” populations. In the United States, 
these “alien” populations are formerly colonized peoples — former slaves, 
Native Americans, Latin Americans, Asians, and Pacific Islanders — and 
they have all too often been considered the internal enemy. They are the 
people most needing control and are therefore the majority of those locked 
down in U.S. prisons. The United States is the world’s primary example 
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