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dropped down a roof hatch in aggravated intent; other occupants were detained in 
handcuffs and faced injuries.

“This occupation saw a coalition of squatters, feminists, anti-fascists and Black 
liberation groups enter the building, which spread anxiety through the establishment 
and resulted in a brutal eviction”

We can also see the continuation of the Black radical squat legacy through groups 
such as House of Shango in Brixton, which operates as a home for Black activists 
and community action, providing free food, clothes, herbal medicine and political 
information . This act of resistance comes in the wake of closing youth centres and 
social spaces which have uprooted diaspora culture and communities.

If we let squatting die at the hands of authoritarian state power, we will lose a base 
for positive change. Britain currently has more than 600,000 empty buildings that 
will continue to rot in front of the eyes of those with nowhere else to go.

Squatters live amongst the discarded, in the rubble of a state that turns its back 
on the undesirable. A state that paints over the engravings of our culture on those 
so-called decrepit walls, and swallows whole the spirit of community in favour of 
a loveless enterprise.

In the famous words of Olive Morris: “I won’t come down until you let us have the 
building” and the people will not tire until they have their freedom.
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