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globalization, anti-racism, Palestinian independence, reparations, police brutality,
tenant rights, homelessness, religious freedom/post 9-11, etc) that call themselves
movements. We may do work with individuals and organizations within these
circles, but I can almost guarantee that we are a new breed of activist; a new type
of people, based on how we see ourselves, how we see the rest of the world, and
how we see ourselves in the world.

We may agree (or disagree) with some aspects and concepts that are espoused
by the various anarchist/anti-authoritarian groups out there in the world, or we
may (or may not) take positions on other subjects that casual observers may label
“Maoist,” “Islamic,” “Christian,” “Indigenous,” etc. Our political, cultural, and, for
some of us, even our genetic influences are diverse. Our needs, wants, and desires
transcend mere political struggle; we are outside ‘the box.” There are spiritual
dimensions to all of this, regardless of whether we pray to a God (or Gods), don't
believe in a God, or call ourselves “God.”

'The one common ideological thread I saw at the conference with those I spoke
to and the discussions I heard in workshops was that no one was down with a
leadership clique, a messiah or savior leading ‘the masses’ to the promised land,
or individuals doing what they pleased with no regard for others. People were for
collective decision-making and the idea of leadership by personal example. I think
® that’s what makes us all “anti-authoritarian” and “revolutionary.” ®

I feel that the way forward is through all of us, in our own way, making a
conscious effort to contribute to the (r)evolution of popular culture from that
of consumerism and backwardness to that of intelligence and popular resistance.
Many of the artistic types (emcees, spoken word artists, DJs, etc) are already doing
it. This means more networking, this means making communication between
groups and individuals easier. This means building more bridges between artists,
street activists, certified professionals in various fields, academics, and the “average”
brother or sister on the block.

'This means being careful not to reinvent oppressive social relationships (we must
get rid of fear, hate, greed, and jealousy in our own heads, amongst each other,
and amongst our respective peoples; all of these things breed reactionary ideas
and actions) since this kills activism and popular struggle from within, and allows
COINTELPRO-type operations to kill it from without. Out of that will come
trust; then tighter, more formal organizational structures; necessity is the mother of
invention, and I believe this is how it will occur. This is how we will build our power.
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