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Afterwards, I hope that you do your own in depth research and study, because 
to most people the bulk of this history will be unfamiliar. Then you can decide 
whether such organizational forms and methods would be useful to us in our 
struggle to save ourselves and the planet.

Suriname
“We must slay the Hydra.” That was the Dutch imperialists’ main concern in 
Suriname from their earliest days there.

(Hydra: In Greek mythology, a many headed monster whose heads regrew 
when struck off. It was finally killed by Hercules. Also the largest and longest 
constellation in the sky, but with no particular bright star.)

On the northern coast of South America, this tropical country borders Guyana 
and French Guyana and fronts the Caribbean Sea, with Brazil to its south. 
Geographically above one-third, again, as large as Cuba.

The first European interlopers to visit the area were the British, which were 
followed by the Dutch. Always it changed hands between them, but the Dutch 
were the main imperial power to occupy the country from the mid 1600s, up until 
the 1970s. All during that period, the overwhelming majority of the indigenous 
Amerindian populations were either suppressed, forced to flee to less hospitable 
areas, or exterminated.

The Dutch at that time were one of the world’s major imperial powers, vying 
alongside of the British, Spanish, Danish, Portuguese and the French for control 
of North and South America, the Caribbean and other places in the world.

The Dutch West Indies Company was one of the first, and a major corporation 
in the world. And in Suriname, it launched plantation-based production of cash 
crops on a large scale, using enslaved workers imported from different parts of 
Africa. Added to that were a number of other plantations run by other European 
‘entrepreneurs,’ along with their overseers, shop-keepers, militias, artisans, 
administrators, bureaucrats and sailors, and a small percentage of (mostly) poor 
white women who had been exiled from Europe.

Compared to the enslaved Africans and the suppressed Amerindians, one could 
compare everyone else – but the small number of plantation operating entrepreneurs 
and administrators – with what we today recognize as the technologically-advanced 
countries’ labor aristocracy and petty bourgeoisie with those elements being fully 
dependent for their livelihood and protection of their persons and property, from 
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