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Had it not been for Martin Sostre, much of the important work of political pris-
oners, politicized prisoners and prison movements that we know of today would 
not have been possible. Through his efforts, new rights were granted to people in 
prison that were not conceivable to many before.”

Sostre showed us the way
Martin’s life shows us that we should be working to abolish the prison whether 
that prison is a building or the state itself. Prisons are an instrument of violence 
that the state uses to oppress us, but the larger apparatus we know as governance 
is no more redeemable than the police, courts, or any parts of the processes that 
lead us to a cell. Though Martin Sostre was able to use the legal system against his 
captors, that does not make it any less deadly. They would have done him much 
more harm if they could, but it did not work out that way.

What does it mean to live the life Martin Sostre did and have your work re-
main largely unnoticed? It exposes the naked truth of a society that disappears 
both people and the problems we face. Happy endings are hard to come by in 
nightmarish conditions where indispensable history vanishes in the margins. The 
closest thing someone who lives their life like Martin Sostre will get to safety is a 
hopefully quiet, modest life.

However, decades of torture and suffering should not be the preface to any of our 
stories. We celebrate the hard won battles of Sostre while still in the trenches of an 
unwon war. He did not waver in his dedication at times when many would have 
chosen to do otherwise. He lived a life where he worked to take parts of the prison 
system down, even while in a cage himself.

We will all die some way or the other, but we should hope to take a piece of the state 
with us as we go until it is completely undone. Martin Sostre showed us the way.
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