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Fundamentally for us, as anarchists, state power is part of the problem of why we 
have an unequal society. The real, the hegemonic, power that is already dominant 
in society is the power of the ruling class. By “ruling class,” we anarchists mean 
those dominating in the economic sphere as well as in the state sphere. And we 
include into the ruling class the bosses of big business, but also the bosses of 
the state: your top politicians, and those who run things like the military part of 
the state, your police and judiciary (all unelected by the way), as well as your top 
bureaucrats in the governing arm (all unelected).

So we would include them in the ruling class. Our analysis of the state includes 
the people who run the state, as part of the ruling class. Elites run corporations, 
elites run the state.

Because of our analysis of the state, we do not consider the state to be an instrument 
that can used to reconstruct society, or to construct an equal society, and thus we 
do not believe that socialism can be created through the state. And by “socialism” 
here, we mean a classless society and the equal redistribution of wealth and power 
in society, which means a stateless society, because the state centralises power.

I always say: if we want to create a stateless and equal society, how can we use the 
state? It’s like saying: “In a year from now, I want to exist on a chocolate-less diet, 
so I do not want to eat chocolate – and to do that I will eat lots of chocolate! And 
then maybe the chocolate will start withering away!”

LM: Since you have said “no” to a worker’s party, what is the alternative, according 
to you?

WM: It is to continue to work to build working class power in the country, but 
what we as anarchists, with the program of anarchism, would specifically build is 
“counter power.” This is power that is counter the hegemonic power, essentially a 
power against, and outside and counter to, the power of the ruling class – and its 
states and corporations.

For us this means very specific things. It’s about building the power of the working 
class to challenge the ruling class, and its capacity to reconstruct society from 
below at some point in the future. And the organs of counter power would 
include revolutionary (syndicalist) trade unions and community groups and other 
formations. By “working class” we do not include here just blue-collar workers. All 
people who work for others for wages and lack power are workers, no matter their 
jobs, and besides workers the working class includes workers’ families, as well as 
the unemployed and, generally, the poor.
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