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vastly outpaces what anarchists are doing, have posed the question of how to act 
alongside them or not. It seems as though there are two ideas. One of which is to 
be there, among others, to share the knowledge and tactical perspectives we have; 
to be within the crowd helping to push things where we can. Another idea is that 
rather than participating in the streets in these specific places (the plazas, etc), we 
could be advancing our own projectuality elsewhere and could find other openings 
and moments to act and carry out our intentions. Based on your experiences in 
Ferguson, how do you think about this question?

Bart: I don’t think this is really a dichotomy where you have to choose one or the 
other. In Ferguson I think it was incredibly important to be up there, particularly as 
a largely white group, to take steps to dissolve the segregation and racial tension that 
exists in this city by acting in solidarity with others; also to make connections. Also 
many of us have never experienced this type of rebellion and I think it was important 
for people to get that sort of experience in the streets; to experience what it feels 
like to collectively struggle and fight back. I don’t think that necessarily means that 
people shouldn’t do other things too. When we were up there, we found ourselves 
rapidly outpaced by other rebels. So even if you believe in an anarchist vanguard, 
that wasn’t a possibility because people were already so much more advanced than 
what most anarchists were prepared for. Also, due to certain racial tensions, those 
perceived as white outsiders needed to limit their ways of engaging, to follow rather 
than take initiative. It was such a tense environment that things could really go any 
direction in any moment, which felt really weird. At the same time it felt amazing to 
be up there with people struggling together. So I do think it was very important for 
us as anarchists to be participating in the heart of the uprising.

In addition though, as anarchists we have developed this set of specialized skills 
we’ve learned over the years as anarchists in the streets, and we should be thinking 
about how to use these skills in critical moments in different parts of the city that 
could have a big impact or help things to spread to another place. One of the cooler 
things that happened in a different place, involved all the gas and pepperspray 
supplies being shipped in. There was a distribution center in Minnesota where 
wildcat workers refused to ship any gas to Ferguson. Not that this is necessarily 
specific to anarchists, but it is interesting to note that there are key places where our 
enemies can sustain a critical blow by not getting the supplies or reinforcements 
they need in the streets. It can limit their capability to act. I think anarchists 
should be doing both, we should be in the streets and we should be thinking of 
ways to help the situation expand and last longer; to sabotage the attempts of the 
police to regain social peace; to imagine ways things can spread; to watch and 
study the city for other sparks that could be fueled; showing signs of disruption all 
over the city, even graffiti or small attacks – everything was noticed in those weeks.
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