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for Seattle and it looks like 1% of everyone who's gotten tested who's been at the
protest has been infected, so weirdly enough the numbers haven't risen yet, I dunno
if that’s because of the incubation time, I don't really understand biochemistry very
well. I don't really know why.

I think people are taking the measures that they can take. It’s been interesting
for me to see that now racism is being talked about as public health crisis. So I've
been seeing a lot of talking heads from the medical field who are saying like, this
COVID thing’s a thing but we also have to talk about this as being a public health

crisis. 'm curious how that conversation continues to grow.

TFSR: Yeah, absolutely. For me too. I'd heard inklings among activist communities
and occasionally public health officials about — I mean, are you referring to rates of
infection being higher because of disproportionate access to resources and stressors
throughout lifetimes among communities and individuals that are affected by
immediate racism?

D: Yeah, and I think also it’s like how the medical field itself is governed by white
supremacy, so like Black women given birth have a much higher rate of death than
white women, or any other category of women. How white supremacy affects the
health of Black people and non-white people. I saw someone on I think it was
® CBS News, a corporate news channel, push back against — I dunno what they’re ®
called, the talking heads, journalists — the guy from the medical field was pushing
back saying yeah the COVID thing is a crisis, too, but racism as a health crisis has
been affecting people for hundreds of years and we should now acknowledge it
and talk about it. I think part of it is related to COVID and the disproportionate
infection rates among different communities of color, but it’s also pushing this
conversation to a point where we are talking about white supremacy as a public

health crisis beyond just COVID, or Corona.

TFSR: I'm really glad people are digging into the roots of this and bringing it
up. So I guess the last thing I was gonna ask was folks have been talking about
trying to create autonomous zones following the model of Seattle, and it seems
like if T understand the situation was kind of ripe in a lot of really material senses
tor the CHAZ with a lot of neighborhood unity around hated of the police,
police stepping back, momentum from the protests, talk about police abolition,
and amidst collective traumas of grieving the murder of Mr Floyd and countless
others and on the back of months of the pressures of quarantining in this slow
strangulation of capitalism, to create autonomous zones it seems like the means
to live, like access to water, food, shelter and a wide shared sentiment of solidarity
kind of need there for it to sustain itself. I know Asheville had a very, very short
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