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in taking militant actions against the State and Capital. Finally, insurrectionary
anarchists value the self activity of the masses as important. While not neglecting
organization, insurrectionary anarchists understand that insurrections as a
revolutionary phenomenon are social, not military. The self activity of the exploited
and the oppressed drives revolution, not the actions of Leninist parties or so-called
revolutionary unions. Insurrectionists emphasize the informal nature of revolution
and organization. The revolution to destroy this world happens from the bottom
up and includes all or does not occur at all. We define the terms of insurrectionary
anarchism here before we launch into our critique to clarify for readers who are
unfamiliar and to avoid any confusion.

Towards a Black Insurrectionist Anarchy

1t is our duty to fight for our freedom.

1t is our duty to win.

We must love each other and support each other.
We have nothing to lose but our chains.

Assata Shakur
The Critical Moment
It is imperative that we develop a Black insurrectionary anarchist position. The
® history of Black struggle in this kountry is a history of revolt by any means ®

necessary. It is a history of constant attack by the Black masses against the capitalist
and colonial powers which enslaved Black people. 2020 reminded many of us of
this history and legacy. Despite this, many Black liberals hope to erase the George
Floyd rebellion from our memories. Many on the Black “Left” hope to do the
same so they can suck us into the same 50 year old organizations that have failed
to produce anything other than symbolic protests and useless conferences.

Our History

Going even further, many on the more reformist and authoritarian ends of the
Black Left wish to reduce the history of Black people and Black radicals down to
simply formal organization. Despite lifting up figures such as Assata, they label any
sort of Black rebellious activity as “too fast” or “not ready” or complain about the
ultra-left “ruining” their plans for revolution despite the rebellious actions of Black
youth in the summer of 2020. They do not want black people to study the Black
Liberation Army’s tactics. They wish to erase Kuwasi Balagoon and his rebellious
ways. They wish to erase how Assata Shakur was liberated. They wish to erase the
general strike of the Slaves. They wish to ignore the Maroons. They just want us
to participate in their reformist campaigns to “Defund the Police” or “Community
Control of the Police.” The Black insurrectionary must reject these positions.
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