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These changes in his thinking and behavior were triggered by his desire to 
be accepted and affirmed in a patriarchal workplace and rationalized by his 
desire to get ahead. His story is not unusual. Boys brutalized and victimized 
by patriarchy more often than not become patriarchal, embodying the abusive 
patriarchal masculinity that they once clearly recognized as evil. Few men 
brutally abused as boys in the name of patriarchal maleness courageously 
resist the brainwashing and remain true to themselves. Most males conform to 
patriarchy in one way or another.

Indeed, radical feminist critique of patriarchy has practically been silenced 
in our culture. It has become a subcultural discourse available only to well-
educated elites. Even in those circles, using the word “patriarchy” is regarded 
as passé. Often in my lectures when I use the phrase “imperialist white-
supremacist capitalist patriarchy” to describe our nation’s political system, 
audiences laugh. No one has ever explained why accurately naming this system 
is funny. The laughter is itself a weapon of patriarchal terrorism. It functions as 
a disclaimer, discounting the significance of what is being named. It suggests 
that the words themselves are problematic and not the system they describe. 
I interpret this laughter as the audience’s way of showing discomfort with 
being asked to ally themselves with an antipatriarchal disobedient critique. 
This laughter reminds me that if I dare to challenge patriarchy openly, I risk 
not being taken seriously.

Citizens in this nation fear challenging patriarchy even as they lack overt 
awareness that they are fearful, so deeply embedded in our collective 
unconscious are the rules of patriarchy. I often tell audiences that if we were 
to go doorto-door asking if we should end male violence against women, most 
people would give their unequivocal support. Then if you told them we can only 
stop male violence against women by ending male domination, by eradicating 
patriarchy, they would begin to hesitate, to change their position. Despite the 
many gains of contemporary feminist movement—greater equality for women 
in the workforce, more tolerance for the relinquishing of rigid gender roles—
patriarchy as a system remains intact, and many people continue to believe 
that it is needed if humans are to survive as a species. This belief seems ironic, 
given that patriarchal methods of organizing nations, especially the insistence 
on violence as a means of social control, has actually led to the slaughter of 
millions of people on the planet.

Until we can collectively acknowledge the damage patriarchy causes and the 
suffering it creates, we cannot address male pain. We cannot demand for 
men the right to be whole, to be givers and sustainers of life. Obviously some 
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