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organization marked by the supremacy of the father in the clan or family in 
both domestic and religious functions’.” Patriarchy is characterized by male 
domination and power. He states further that “patriarchal rules still govern 
most of the world’s religious, school systems, and family systems.” Describing 
the most damaging of these rules, Bradshaw lists “blind obedience—the 
foundation upon which patriarchy stands; the repression of all emotions except 
fear; the destruction of individual willpower; and the repression of thinking 
whenever it departs from the authority figure’s way of thinking.” Patriarchal 
thinking shapes the values of our culture. We are socialized into this system, 
females as well as males. Most of us learned patriarchal attitudes in our family 
of origin, and they were usually taught to us by our mothers. These attitudes 
were reinforced in schools and religious institutions.

The contemporary presence of female-headed house holds has led many 
people to assume that children in these households are not learning patriarchal 
values because no male is present. They assume that men are the sole teachers 
of patriarchal thinking. Yet many female-headed households endorse and 
promote patriarchal thinking with far greater passion than two-parent 
households. Because they do not have an experiential reality to challenge false 
fantasies of gender roles, women in such households are far more likely to 
idealize the patriarchal male role and patriarchal men than are women who 
live with patriarchal men every day. We need to highlight the role women play 
in perpetuating and sustaining patriarchal culture so that we will recognize 
patriarchy as a system women and men support equally, even if men receive 
more rewards from that system. Dismantling and changing patriarchal culture 
is work that men and women must do together.

Clearly we cannot dismantle a system as long as we engage in collective 
denial about its impact on our lives. Patriarchy requires male dominance 
by any means necessary, hence it supports, promotes, and condones sexist 
violence. We hear the most about sexist violence in public discourses about 
rape and abuse by domestic partners. But the most common forms of 
patriarchal violence are those that take place in the home between patriarchal 
parents and children. The point of such violence is usually to reinforce a 
dominator model, in which the authority figure is deemed ruler over those 
without power and given the right to maintain that rule through practices of 
subjugation, subordination, and submission.

Keeping males and females from telling the truth about what happens to them 
in families is one way patriarchal culture is maintained. A great majority of 
individuals enforce an unspoken rule in the culture as a whole that demands 
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