
263

WORKS

most militant actions have taken place at night. Protestors recently did a noise 
demonstration late at night outside of the Mayor’s house on July 25th in solidarity 
with Portland and to push the demand of dropping charges of people arrested on 
May 30th. This was a particularly effective tactic. Although the West Side and 
Downtown has many sites of State power (City Hall, District 1, and Winnebago 
County Jail), the East side is where all of the Capital in the city is.

The decentralization of the protests has also aided in the city being unable to 
pinpoint a leader in order to stop the protests from continuing. The police in 
this city do not have experience handling protest so anarchists and rebels must 
seize on this opportunity to employ decentralized and varied tactics. People should 
continue to form affinity groups and autonomous collectives rather than listening 
to protest leaders. Many of the militants involved in organizing protests have 
been averse to meeting with politicians. This should continue. There is no point 
in meeting with bourgeois politicians at all regardless of whether or not they will 
meet demands. In a revolutionary view, there is no demand that the city can grant 
that should drive people out of the streets. New Afrikan anarchists want the end 
of this anti-black world. No mayor or politician will ever grant that to us. It can 
only be granted through the actions taken with our own hands.

Due to how car-oriented and spread out this city is, integration of cars into 
demonstrations and subsequent uprisings will be essential for keeping people safe. 
There was some integration of cars with autonomous individuals driving around 
and looting. Some of the marches were very long and there were rightly many 
concerns about accessibility for folks who could not walk for miles. We need to 
integrate cars into longer marches or develop routes that are more accessible. Part 
of this is developing more concrete plans of action that extend beyond simply 
disruption. These tactics have been effective with the targeting of the mayor and 
the jail in night marches called for by Rockford Youth Abolitionists as mentioned 
previously.

On Revolutionary Organization, Ideology and Strategy
The major challenge that Rockford as a city is facing is the lack of black 
revolutionary organization. There are no organizations in this city with an 
analysis similar to the Black Panther Party or the Black Autonomy Federation. 
However, there are groups and individuals which front as if they are coming from 
that tradition. Building organizations engaged in political education and mutual 
aid is the most important thing to do coming out of this moment. Organization 
is not synonymous with hierarchical, Statist, authoritarian, or oppressive 
forms of organization. Revolutionaries must be willing to build decentralized 
organization that can take on the State in every capacity. The few collectives and 
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