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the country. Within four months of June 16, about two hundred black communities 
had been swept along by the tide of revolution. Major areas like Soweto, Guguletu, 
New Brighton, etc, are still shaken at times by new revolts.
Let the moralists and the humanitarians pretend the students were always peace-
loving, and mere victims of the violence. The events in South Africa have exploded 
that insipid myth. In a situation in which state violence is institutionalised on 
such an overwhelming scale, one affirms one’s humanity not by “turning the other 
cheek” and suffering with dignity, but by willfully and consciously accepting one’s 
share of violence and by understanding that brute systematic force can only be 
destroyed by the creative violence of the masses.

In June 1977 the executive of a student organisation, whose credibility as a vanguard 
emerged out of the hero and/or agitator seeking of the South African press, was 
detained by the South African police. The recent trial of these individuals along 
with a great many others of the same type are important to note, for by means of 
these sham efforts of justice the South African state has attempted to delineate in 
time a quasi-official ending to the period of open class struggle in South Africa. 
The logic is: arrest the leaders, arrest the revolution. This official self-delusion of 
the state is mimicked by many of its opponents in exile. The exile’s lament, in spite 
of his real anguish and homesickness, his glum belief that “the revolution has been 
suppressed again,” is pitifully vacuous. It is designed only to convince his listeners 
that despite his present passivity he remains committed to a struggle in which his 
past participation is often very dubious anyway.

But the struggle has not been suppressed as is witnessed by the consistent reports of 
unrest and sporadic violence in the South African press. Such events underline the 
ongoing ferment that sustains the revolutionary spirit from day to day throughout 
South Africa.

2. The Soweto Students Representative Council

The repulsive absurdity of certain hierarchies and the fact that the whole 
strength of commodities is directed blindly and automatically towards 
their protection, leads us to see that every hierarchy is absurd.

Situationist International 
The Decline and Fall of the Spectacular Commodity Economy 

(1965)

If any organisation had grounds on which to ascribe itself a vanguard role in 
the 1976/77 period of the struggle, it was the Soweto Students Representative 
Council (SSRC). The SSRC, which emerged from the zealous superstar scouting 
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