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weren’t necessarily a politically conscious bunch. Yet, by their hands alone, magic 
happened, and with no authority to manage their activities but their own these 
children themselves helped our Back to School Kickback become a success.

We did not approach them with a speech or much theory at all or pushing any 
ideology, although we had our canon and thought with us. We simply acted in our 
principles, with the material aid present, and it made room for the anarchy of 
Blackness to shoot forth. By the end of the Kickback, bookbags full of loose leaf, 
folders, pens, markers, pencils, index cards, as well as comic books, food, water, 
toys, VHS tapes, CDs — all things that local folk needed, had been autonomously 
distributed, and equitably so, without any outside interference. And all from 
beyond the reaches of State management, NPIC trappings, and philanthropic 
paternalistic/profiteerism.

In short: a group of kids in the hood did something anarchic without being 
proselytized to about revolutionary theory. A group of kids in the hood did 
something anarchic without identifying as revolutionaries. A group of kids in the 
hood did something anarchic without even knowing who or what “the left” or 
“Kuwasi Balagoon” is. A group of kids ultimately led themselves in meeting a 
community need, and did it in a dedicated and thoughtful way, outside formal/
mainstream channels (government, business, church, school, nonprofit), even 
amidst mistakes — and all because we were there facilitating an opportunity for 
them to fill a gap all Black working class people in our region feel when September 
rolls around. As Anarkatas, we were just there as radical extensions of what is an 
organic Black tendency toward communal self-empowerment. Taking care of 
our own is not just a cultural necessity under colonialism and capitalism, but an 
ancestral rite that still energizes through our spirits on the daily.

This is how the Anarkata Turn situates itself. We’re not here to convert anyone; we 
just want people to rock wit, people to collab wit, so we can build our communities 
by ourselves for ourselves. We are revolutionaries, so we struggle tirelessly to ensure 
that this mutual aid work can happen in an encompassing and intersectional way, 
in a way that frees the most marginal from those trying to hoard resources and 
power and clamber their way to the top of the ladder, who push the rest of us into a 
barrel to fight desperately like crabs. We want to destroy the barrel, and to destroy 
the ladder too, so that our people will not be caged by colonialism, capitalism, 
cisheteropatriarchy. We violently oppose the authoritarians and the colonizers and 
cishets and disablists invested in domination. We believe this ultimately requires 
eradicating the government/State too, as well as any other form of hierarchy that 
exists. Like the Anarkata Statement declares, liberation comes from “the ways we 
ride for each other, and not from top down hierarchical authority…”
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