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276 A BLACK AUTONOMY READER (incomplete)

D: Sure. My Name is D, I use he/him pronouns. I'm a Black anarchist born and
raised in Seattle, I grew up at the bottom on the east side of the Capitol Hill so
I'm really familiar with the history of the area.

TFSR: Thanks for taking the time to chat, I really appreciate it.
D: Yeah, no problem.

TFSR: So there’s this occupation, this autonomous zone that was formed in the
Capitol Hill district. Can you talk a little bit about what the protests were like in
Seattle following the police murder of George Floyd and other Black folks, and
what it looked like in Capitol Hill?

D: It started off with the Friday night protest, the Friday following the burning of
the third precinct. I had actually just got back into town and went in not knowing
what to expect. It was kind of directionless, some targets were hit that made sense
for people, like an Amazon Go store was hit which reflected the sheer hated of
Jeff Bezos. Then it was a very confrontational atmosphere in the crowd but also [it
was] kind of not knowing what to do or where to go and nightfall happened the
demographics of the crowd got very younger and much more Black and there was
a newfound energy.

People were going around downtown Seattle and made their way up the hill until
like 2am in the morning. The following Saturday were more organized protests that
were in the heart of the shopping district in downtown, and before the organized
event could really get underway the confrontation with the police occurred and
things got really wild throughout the evening. That’s where you see the burning
cops cars and the Nordstrom’s getting hit and the different looting occurring
downtown. That Sunday, the next day, there were hundreds and hundreds of
people out on Capitol Hill marching around and the cops wouldn't let people
downtown. Groups would break off in like groups of 100 and try to find a different
way downtown while another group would stay behind at each police line that
would be formed.

Over the course of maybe like seven hours people finally made their way downtown
in different, smaller groups. Simultaneously with that happening, on the east side
of Lake Washington in Bellevue, Bellevue Square Mall got hit and looted with
seemingly a coordinated group of people there where the police didn’t know how
to respond. All they could do was watch a they got hit and looted. I wasn't there
for any of that, I have no idea how that even happened or came about. It was cool
to hear about.
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