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meant lots of cutting, photocopying, scanning and re-scanning. Then I was forever 
waiting on people to send their articles and letters, especially FBCP comrades 
who were doing work in the streets. People had a really hard time with deadlines. 
And all of that had to be spell-checked and edited for length.

Once that was done, I had to send the hard copy to a printer down south, since 
printing is so expensive out here. After that, distribution took up more of my time. 
And I still had to go to work, do my own local activism, answer mail, maintain 
accounting, train in karate, teach the occasional self-defense seminar, and stay 
current on what was going on in the world.

I think the way to avoid those kind of pitfalls is to be prepared to do it all yourself, 
no matter what anyone promises. Plan ahead prior to trying to put the paper 
together. And be sure that you have a way for the newspaper to make money, 
because with publishing you will usually lose money. In the four years that Black 
Autonomy came out, I never broke even.

Same question about the group ending, but regarding Copwatch 206?

Lack of money. Political hatred from other local anti-police brutality groups.

Eventual burn out. No non-profit funding agency will give you money to really and 
truly solve the problem of police terrorism. They, like the paid activists, are too tied 
to the system. Without the problem, they won’t collect a paycheck. They don’t grasp 
with real depth that capitalism and white supremacy are necessary components for 
keeping “the American way” alive and well. And because of that, they are generally 
more a part of the problem than the solution. Another Copwatch exists in Seattle, 
born out the WTO protests, but they focus more on the large demonstrations and 
confronting the city council on police accountability to the public.

Can you talk about Copwatch 206’s tactics and political objectives, and how 
those differed from others at the time, and even now?

Our job, as we saw it, was to ‘police the police’ and educate the public on what their 
rights were under the law. Our slogan was “Copwatch 206: the REAL civilian 
review board!” We even considered conducting citizen’s arrests of police officers, 
but decided that would be inviting death even more so than we already were. As it 
turned out, the people weren’t ready for that; it was all we could do to get them to 
share information with us.
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