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They follow up with, 

It is important to note that for the moment, no political force is commanding 
the actions, but rather that they are developing in an uncoordinated 
way. The organizations are trying to articulate to give this uprising a 
clearer political direction and avoid the situation ending in generalized 
uncontrolled violence.”

This bears mentioning because much of the revolts that have happened, like the 
resistance to the elections, are called for by opposition parties and while they 
always have the possibility of getting totally out of control and can to a degree go 
beyond the parties threshold for acceptable conflict they are still able to be reigned 
back in. This, of course, isn’t to say that the Haitian people are being led around by 
the opposition parties but that the opposition parties are apt in using and diverting 
the long burning rage of the Haitian people from asserting their power to directly 
meet their needs into being tools to get more leverage in the state, as any political 
body vying for state power aims to do.

The fires were still smoldering when in August an anti-corruption social 
movement under the banner of the #PetroCaribeChallenge began to emerge. 
What started as just an airing of grievances around government corruption based 
on a Senate committee report from last year quickly kicked off another wave of 
protest and intense revolt. The report details the misuse and disappearance of at 
least 1.7 billion USD from the PetroCaribe Fund, a fund established through the 
Venezuelan “economic solidarity” program PetroCaribe which for Haiti was filled 
by the 40% of revenues from cheap Venezuelan oil. A program that the United 
States was not a fan of.

The PetroCaribe fund was supposed to be used for social and economic projects as 
well as reconstruction from the 2010 earthquake. The outrage of this scandal was 
built upon not just the past months of revolt but years of corruption. Toward the 
end of August protestors began to hit the street and trying to save face and assert 
the legitimacy of the state both current and former Presidents pack an investigation 
into the misuse of the funds. Yet protests continued and would continue to escalate 
into October, which would prove to be a bloody month.

A protest was called for Dessalines Day, a day commemorating the death of ex-
slave and revolutionary leader in the Haitian Revolution Jean-Jacques Dessalines. 
The lead up to the protest was filled with intimidation by the state and the Haitian 
ruling class, with a police memo fearing attacks on that day and some opposition 
party lawyers get questioned by a state prosecutor about the protests. Tensions 
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