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taking it. Any time people were trying to racialize things or enforce strict gender 
roles that men should be the combatants and women should go home, people 
would actively refuse it, shout at them, tell them to go home, say “fuck you, this is 
our struggle”.

Nikola: There’s a really subtle way, that is also very intentional, where we can see in 
the Bay and in Ferguson, where the state, the media, the leftists, the police, are all 
pushing the same line. It is an attempt to take this crazy racialized violence, this 
day to day campaign of extermination against primarily young black men, and to 
turn it into this limited “issue” about a few racist cops or the need for a handful of 
small reforms to policing or prosecution. In doing so they mystify the fact that race 
isn’t an ‘issue’ but that race and racial violence is the foundation of...

Bart: American society!

Nikola:  Yeah, all the misery that is inflicted on people here.

Bart: Yeah, it makes sense why they immediately try to reduce things to an issue. 
Because these rebellions and moments like this really break open the potential 
for what can happen. People were talking about how this isn’t an issue, it isn’t just 
about Ferguson, it isn’t a black and white thing. Its a people versus the blue, its a 
systemic thing. This is way past an issue, it was a breaking point. This wasn’t just 
an antipolice riot, it was an insurrection against dominant society, against the way 
things exist, against class, against white supremacy. It was no longer just about a 
bad cop, or justice. What people want is freedom, and up there we were starting 
to figure out how to take steps to get that. And this is terrifying to the leftists and 
the politicians and anyone with any sort of comfort in this world that they might 
lose. So it makes sense that these groups would join forces in order to calm things 
down and restore peace. The left talks about taking steps toward reform and all this 
bullshit, but people could see through it, that it was an attempt to push them back 
into the same ‘ole cages they always are in.

Nikola:  With that, another way of thinking about the question is the look at the 
question of anarchist identity. And that in the same way that the gendered and 
racial barriers that keep us apart and prevent us from acting in certain ways, the 
anarchist identity also dissolves in these moments. On the one hand you have 
all sorts of people, anarchists or not, spreading anarchic activities, arson, looting. 
And then on the other hand you have all sorts of people who weren’t anarchists 
being called such by the media. So for those of us who are anarchists and choose 
to participate in these struggles, it almost stops mattering who is an anarchist and 
who isn’t. Or maybe it matters to us, but in the broader sense doesn’t.
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