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were subjected to was not just ugly, but distracting people from themselves. So 
more than 15,000 marketing billboards were taken down. Buses, taxis, neon and 
paper poster advertisements were all banned. At first it looked a little odd, but 
instead of either looking at, or trying not to look at advertising broads, I walked, 
and as I walked I looked around me. I found that I only purchased what I really 
needed, not what I was told I needed, and what was most noticeable was that I 
met and talked to new people every day. These conversations tended to be relevant, 
political, and meaningful. Capitalism keeps us in competition with each other, and 
the people who run Capitalism don’t really want us to talk to each other, not in a 
meaningful way.

I’m not going to go on about Capitalism, Socialism, or Communism, but it is clear 
that one thing they all have in common is their need for power. Then to back up 
their drive for power they all have theories, theories about taking power and what 
they want to do with power, but therein lies the problem. Theories and power. I 
became an Anarchist when I decided to drop the theories and stop seeking power. 
When I stopped concerning myself with those things I realised that true Anarchy 
is my nature. It is our nature. It is what we were doing before the theories arrived, it 
is what we were doing before we were encouraged to be in competition with each 
other. There have been some great things written about Anarchism, and I guess 
that’s Anarchist theory, but when I try to get my friends to read these things (I’m 
talking about big books with big words), they get headaches and turn away. So, 
then I turn off the advertising (the TV etc.) and sit with them, and remind them of 
what they can do for themselves. I give them examples of people who live without 
governments, people who organise themselves, people who have taken back their 
own spiritual identity – and then it all makes sense.

If we keep talking about theories then we can only talk to people who are aware of 
those theories, or have theories of their own, and if we keep talking in the round 
about theories we exclude a lot of people. The very people we need to reach, the 
very people who need to rid themselves of the shackles of modern, Capitalistic 
slavery. The story of Carne Ross is inspiring, not because he wrote something, but 
because he lived it. I love the work of Noam Chomsky and I love the way that 
Stuart Christie’s granny made him an Anarchist, but I’m here because I understand 
that the racist police who beat me have the state behind them, and the state itself is 
racist. I’m here because I now understand that the boss-man who exploited me to 
make himself rich didn’t care about me. I’m here because I know how the Marrons 
in Jamaica freed themselves and took to the hills and proved to all enslaved people 
that they (the Marrons), could manage themselves. Don’t get me wrong, I love 
books (I’m a writer, by the way), and I know we need people who think deeply – we 
should all think deeply. But my biggest inspirations come from everyday people 
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