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(Original Gangstas), gang members who are not as active in gang culture as when
they were younger but still has a connection to it and are looked up to by younger
gang members. All the stigmas on the outside are magnified, but one can still work
with most of these guys if one has built a reputation as being one who will stand
up and not take shit from anyone, pigs or prisoners, and sincere about what they
say they are about. They know, they live around you daily for years. But again, it’s
a struggle in and of itself just getting past all the psychological bullshit floating
around in these guys’ head. You know, they’ve been told for years that something
is wrong with being gay, non-conforming to traditional gender roles. So, being gay
kind of blunts your voice and efforts. But as an anarchist, I rage on because of my
own self-interest in bringing about disorder on the inside and contributing to the
total annihilation of prisons and the system that birthed them.

What was it like being a revolutionary prisoner in the 90s, when much of the
anti-imperialist movement had fallen apart and the anarchist struggle was only
beginning to pull itself out of its multi-decade lull in the US?

To tell you the truth, I was so caught up in battle in these prisons I was not really
focused on the outside happenings. I was preoccupied with trying to build on
the inside. Of course, we were reaching out and felt the decline, but people were
still trying to interact with us. I wasn't expecting too much out of the burgeoning
® anarchist movement since it was obvious that it was in its infancy. ®

Hawe you noticed any changes in the methods and forms of anarchist prison solidarity
since you got locked up?

My experience with anarchists on the outside has not been that extensive, but
from what I've observed, has been anarchist groups such as the ABCF which was
most active around prisons, has been material and emotional support mainly for
those of the old, established movements, organizations of decades past, whom
they classify as political prisoners/POWs. That has changed to a large degree, now
you have anarchists who are into the material, emotional support, but also demos,
attacks against prisons, etc. That’s something I never saw in the 1990s in the U.S.
It’s about becoming accomplices now.

You've expressed criticisms of the Political Prisoner/Prisoner of War (PP/ POW)
concept before. Can you elaborate on why you oppose the label and your experiences
with the concept and its proponents?

First, the concept being used by most groups is based on the United Nations (UN)
definition of who and what constitutes a PP/POW, so definitely I have a problem
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