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the enslaved workers and remaining indigenous people, on the Dutch military, 
militias, the imperial court and the big mercantilists.

I made those comparisons because we all too often fail to point out that the enslaved 
Africans were transported across the Atlantic to assume the role of workers, and 
just about everyone else associated with their plight were also – first and foremost 
– other workers, similar to our plight today. And the issue of race did not – could 
not – change that basic fact! So keep that in mind as we develop this work.

Amongst the Africans were many different ethnic groups from different areas of 
the continent, all speaking different languages and with many varied religious and 
cultural practices. To give an idea of the stratification of these Africans, the fact 
that they all had dark skins meant next to nothing to them in terms of solidarity. 
Where they originally came from everybody had dark skin: friends and enemies 
alike! Further, it was the practice of the plantation owners to try to purchase 
workers from different backgrounds in order to keep them divided as much as 
possible. And because the work was so brutal and the food was so inadequate, 
most plantations were really death camps, where the African workers were literally 
worked to death in a few years, only to be replaced with newly-imported enslaved 
workers, who would also go on to make handsome profits for the owners. Thus, the 
turnover itself was a powerful check on the formation of any solidarity between 
the enslaved workers.

Be that as it may, almost from the first importation of enslaved Africans, there 
developed a tradition of flight from slavery: Africans ran away to the forests, 
swamps and highlands. These fugitives came to be known as Bosch Creoles: 
Dutch for Bush Creoles, or “born in the forest” and later bush negroes, who we’ll 
call Maroons throughout our study, as a generic name that has come to be used 
as an accepted way to describe fugitive, enslaved people throughout the western 
hemisphere.

Throughout the western hemisphere, we witness these collective Maroons 
developing and using a very effective form of decentralized organizing that not 
only served to help them defeat their former enslavers, but has helped them remain 
autonomous from all unwanted overseers for hundreds of years – until our time.

It must be recalled that the Suriname Africans were from many different 
backgrounds, so when they would come together as Maroons that would have to 
be factored in. They had to organize using democratic methods, and the glue that 
held them together was their collective focus on defeating their enslavers’ attempts 
to control them; that centralized their efforts.
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