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follows along a longer history of co-optation and social movement repression in
Rockford. This is partially why there was never a sustained Black Lives Matter
moment in this city between the years of 2014 to 2016 other than a few so-called
peaceful protests that worked with the police. The co-optation in the current
moment is clear as the city creates “Listening Sessions”with the intent of co-opting
the revolutionary actions of black youth during the uprising on May 30th and
distracting from the revolutionary demands of the local black radical organizers.
Groups like the NAACP and other black liberal organizations (such as the local
preachers) have allied themselves with the white establishment and the police.
'This is unsurprising as revolutionaries understand that the class struggle cannot be
separated from the struggle for black liberation and vice versa.

'The opportunist black leadership and local “activists” seek to improve their own
conditions while forsaking the black lead multiracial rebellion that occurred on May
30th. The white establishment and the black mis-leadership class have rejected even
the reformist demands such as the resignation of the police chief or firing officers
responsible for brutality on May 30th while the District Attorney Marilyn Hite-
Ross charges black youth with felonies for holding water bottles in their hands.
Counter-revolutionary cop-collaborationist organizations such as Rockford Youth
Action and Empowerment have set up to distract from the abolitionist demands.

® 'The white establishment and the black mis-leadership class have rejected even ®
the reformist demands such as the resignation of the police chief or firing officers
responsible for brutality on May 30th while the District Attorney Marilyn Hite-
Ross charges black youth with felonies for holding water bottles in their hands.

To combat this, radicals must actively name these groups as counter-revolutionaries
and eject them from our spaces. There must be political education showing how
liberal opportunism destroyed black movements in the 1960s. The demonstrators
have done a good job at not cooperating with these organizations. Clearly there is
a lack of knowledge here as well; anti-police rebellions exist in the long tradition
of black struggle against slavery and racism. Condemning the looting when the
United States and white society was built upon the looting of indigenous land,
Africa and African people shows the ignorance and class allegiances of these so-
called black leaders. Looting is reparations! Without the rebellion, these so-called
black leaders wouldnt even be talking about police brutality in the community.
Condemn the police, not the looting. There are no good cops and there are no bad
protestors. Of course, the experiences of New Afrikan militants or anarchists who
took part in the rebellion in a variety of ways were erased. To loot and revolt is a
politic. Political education is deeply important right now in order to combat the
lies of the black mis-leadership class in Rockford.
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