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So given this history, why do we understand Black political formations as squarely
entrenched within liberalism or as almost synonymous with supporting for the
Democratic Party? The reality of the afterlife of slavery shows that the updated
terms of Black citizenship are still inextricably linked to the original sins levied
against us from the moment of this nation’s inception. We are not able to escape
a cage that has never been fully removed, though liberal fantasy would have you
think we will have a dream or dignifiedly protest out of harm’s way.

'The simple and increasingly realized reality is that mass protests, petitions and the
over-exhausted respectable methods liberals tout as sole solutions have a purpose,
but do not stop bullets — that is why Dr. King and many of their favorite sanitized
“non-violent” protesters of yesteryear carried weapons to defend themselves.

Responding to this Neo-Fascist Moment

Liberalism cannot defeat fascism, it can only engage it through symbolic political
rigmarole. The triteness of electoral politics that has been superimposed onto
Black life in the United States positions Black people as an indelible mule for
much of this nation’s social progression. Our hyper-visible struggle is a fight for all
people’s freedom and we die only to realize that everything gained can be reversed
with the quick flick of a pen. While liberalism takes up the burden of protecting
“free speech” and the rights of those who would annihilate all non-whites, Black

® people and other people of color assume all of the risks and harms ®

'The symbolic battles the Democratic Party and its liberal constituents engage in
pose direct existential threats to Black people because they protect esteemed ideals
of a constitution that has never guaranteed Black people safety or security. The
idealistic gestures with which liberalism defines itself are made at the expense
of Black people who are not protected by such ideals in the ways institutional
whiteness and even articulations of white supremacy are protected.

Constitutional amendments are contorted based on the state’s historical disregard
for sustaining an active antagonism towards Black life. The First Amendment
has been repeatedly trampled by militarized police trotting through Black
neighborhoods. The Second Amendment has been shot down by countless state
enforcers who have extra-judicially murdered Black people based merely on the
suspicion they might have a weapon. The Thirteenth Amendment legitimized
enslavement through mass incarceration and extended the practice into a new
form of white supremacist rationalization and an old capitalist labor politic that
still tortures us to this day. This fascist moment is neither ideologically new nor
temporally surprising. It is an inevitability.

‘ ‘ BAR - Design File 2.indd 222 @ 02/06/2024 23:35:14‘ ‘



