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My first thought was “who the fuck are you to pass judgment upon a general
self-definition that is rooted in our collective suffering throughout the history
of this country?”

She might as well join up with the right-wing Holocaust revisionists; for this is
precisely what she is practicing, the denial of the Black holocaust from 1555 to the
present (along a parallel denial, by proxy, of the genocide against other non- white
nations within the US). Our nationalism emerged as a defense against [your]
white racism. The difference between revolutionary Black nationalists (like Huey
P. Newton and the Black Panther Party) and cultural nationalists (like Farrakhan
and the Nation of Islam) is that we see our nationalism as a specific tool to defend
ourselves from groups and individuals like this ignorant person, not as an exclusive
or single means for liberation.

We recognize that we will have to attack bourgeois elements amongst our people
just as vigorously as we fight against white supremacists (“left”, “center”, or “right”).
The difference is that our bourgeoisie (what I refer to as the “negrosie”) is only
powerful within the community; they have no power against the white power
structure without us, nor do they have power generally without the blessing of
the white power structure itself. Our task, then, is to unite them with us against
a common enemy while at the same time explicitly undermining (and eventually
® eliminating) their inherently reactionary influence. ®

The second stupidity to pass her lips concerned our support of Black-owned
businesses. I pointed out to her that if she had in fact studied her Marxism-
Leninism, she would see that their existence goes hand-in-glove with Marx’s
theory that revolution could only ensue once capitalism was fully developed.
She came back with the criticism, “Well, you’ll be waiting a long time for that to
happen”.

Once again, had she actually studied Marxism-Leninism she would know that
Lenin and the Bolsheviks also had to deal with this same question. Russia’s
economy was predominantly agricultural, and its bourgeois class was small. They
decided to go with the mood and sentiments of the peasantry and industrial
workers at that particular moment in history;..seize the means of production and
distribution anyway!

Who says we wouldn't do the same? The participants of the LA rebellion (and
others), despite their lack of training in “radical ‘left-wing’ political theory”
(besides being predominantly Black, Latino, or poor white trash in Amerikkka),
got it half right; they seized the means of distribution, distributed the products
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