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the release of their students from jail when arrested and brought to light the 
destruction of their campuses and teaching materials by police. In the modern 
day there is a severe marked difference between the success of student occupations 
that do and do not have faculty support. This relationship is symbiotic. Students 
support striking teachers and teachers must support protesting students. This 
kind of solidarity is what made protests 75,000 strong able to march through 
Addis Ababa to topple the regime. Nine schools had to close as students had both 
refused to come to class, and continued to disrupt ongoing classes. A police report 
of the time alleges 2,775 detained, 377 charged with crimes, 60 people charged for 
supporting the student movement, and two students dead.

The student movement was not without its martyrs. As things escalated, a number 
of students fell to the regime’s violence. Shiferaw Kebede was the first. The high 
school student was killed during a protest demanding the waiving of school fees, 
improvement of conditions, and an end to arbitrary suspensions, when police 
suppressed the protest violently. Another martyr, Demeke Zewde was killed after 
falling from a police van, as students attempted to stop a police transport that had 
been kidnapping students off the street to take to police training centers to be 
detained. Another, Takkele Welde Hawaryat, died fighting cops that November. 
The most famous of the students killed was the prominent student organizer 
Tilahun Gizaw. Tilahun was among the first and only male students to advocate 
for and aid feminist student women in gaining prominence in the movement and 
organizing early on, and his death was an intentional assassination by the state 
because of his influence.

On Sunday, December 28th, 1969, while out on a date with his girlfriend at 
Afincho Bar in Addis Ababa, two men approached Tilahun Gizaw, and shot him 
three times. The shooter was later identified as police officer Berhanu Mecha. 
Tilahun himself was taken to Haile Selassie Hospital, where he died of his wounds 
before he could be operated on. Students took his body to the medical facility on 
the main campus to be autopsied there, and an upswell of student activity began 
brewing, as students gathered en masse at Sidist Kilo campus the next day. By 
12pm Monday, over 1500 students had gathered, carrying signs condemning the 
murder of Tilahun Gizaw. When police later arrived at the campus to retrieve his 
body, in order to bring it to his half sister, another conflict ensued, as the students 
had their own plans to hold a procession and take the body to his father’s house.

Around 2:45 PM, the Bodyguard unit filed into the campus, took a 
position behind the assembled students, and then charged with bayonets 
fixed. There was shooting, originating from students according to the police 
report, but the only dead and wounded were students. The final tally had 
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