
25

WORKS

menial drags of superstition shall handicap the one to the advantage of the other.

Property will lose a certain attribute which sanctifies it now. The absolute 
ownership of it—“the right to use or abuse”—will be abolished, and possession, 
use, will be the only title. It will be seen how impossible it would be for one person 
to “own” a million acres of land, without a title deed, backed by a government 
ready to protect the title at all hazards, even to the loss of thousands of lives. He 
could not use the million acres himself, nor could he wrest from its depths the 
possible resources it contains.

People have become so used to seeing the evidences of authority on every hand 
that most of them honestly believe that they would go utterly to the bad if it 
were not for the policeman’s club or the soldier’s bayonet. But the anarchist 
says, “Remove these evidences of brute force, and let man feel the revivifying 
influences of self-responsibility and self-control, and see how we will respond to 
these better influences.”

The belief in a literal place of torment has nearly melted away; and instead of 
the direful results predicted, we have a higher and truer standard of manhood 
and womanhood. People do not care to go to the bad when they find they can 
as well as not. Individuals are unconscious of their own motives in doing good. 
While acting out their natures according to their surroundings and conditions, 
they still believe they are being kept in the right path by some outside power, some 
restraint thrown around them by church or state. So the objector believes that 
with the right to rebel and secede, sacred to him, he would forever be rebelling and 
seceding, thereby creating constant confusion and turmoil.

Is it probable that he would, merely for the reason that he could do so? Men are 
to a great extent creatures of habit, and grow to love associations; under reasonably 
good conditions, he would remain where he commences, if he wished to, and, if he 
did not, who has any natural right to force him into relations distasteful to him? 
Under the present order of affairs, persons do unite with societies and remain 
good, disinterested members for life, where the right to retire is always conceded.

What we anarchists contend for is a larger opportunity to develop the units in 
society, that mankind may possess the right as a sound being to develop that which 
is broadest, noblest, highest and best, unhandicapped by any centralized authority, 
where he shall have to wait for his permits to be signed, sealed, approved and 
handed down to him before he can engage in the active pursuits of life with his 
fellow being. We know that after all, as we grow more enlightened under this larger 
liberty, we will grow to care less and less for that exact distribution of material 
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