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rated the 8th worst city in America to be black. The black poverty rate in Rockford 
is 37 percent. In the past ten years, there have been a number of police shootings 
by the RPD and Metro Enforcement. There have also been a number of deaths 
inside of the Winnebago County Jail. There is much to be angry about in this city.

Black organizations acting as mouthpieces for the pigs and the city have claimed that the 
rioters were white and from “out of town.” Despite this, the most militant forces against 
the police were predominantly black youth and black folks who had come up from the 
Fairgrounds projects as the march approached the precinct.

The perspective of this piece comes from a New Afrikan anarchist perspective. The 
description of New Afrikan is to honor the legacy of revolutionary anarchist Kuwasi 
Balagoon and to set the anarchist politics described apart from white anarchism. 
There is a lot of demonization of anarchism by the State right now and many 
black misleaders are attempting to act as if anarchism is only for white people. It is 
not. New Afrikan comes from the Republic of New Afrika, a black revolutionary 
nationalist formation that continues to fight for black self-determination. The 
author situates New Afrikan anarchism within the Black radical tradition similar 
to black anarchists such as Kuwasi Balagoon, Ashanti Alston, Lorenzo Komboa 
Ervin, and the Anarkatas. The State is anti-black so we as New Afrikan anarchists 
must oppose and destroy the State.

The goal of the document is to spread light on the movement in Rockford and 
what it will require moving forwards. However, the author is just one participant 
and does not hold any or all of the answers. These thoughts are the product of a 
variety of conversations among black anarchists and revolutionaries from the area.

The Uprising
On May 30th, there was a march in solidarity with uprising that was taking place 
in Minneapolis and across the country at that moment. It was one of the largest 
marches in Rockford history. Thousands took to the streets unpermitted. Due to 
the pandemic, many were masked up in addition to organizers telling folks to 
utilize tactics of masking up. The chants and banners were very militant. A lot 
of “fuck the police” and abolitionist messaging through chants and banners was 
present. This initial mood set the tone for the rest of the march. The group marched 
to District 1 Station on West State. Whatever the organizers had planned, black 
autonomous action took the forefront. Anti-police graffiti was thrown up on the 
police signs, fireworks were shot off, people began to destroy the RPD district 1 
sign, and eventually throwing rocks and bottles at the pigs. The attacks on Capital 
and the police are revolutionary action. The clashes with the police began shortly 
after these actions were taken near District 1. The clashes lasted late into the night. 
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