BT ] - (T

84 A BLACK AUTONOMY READER (incomplete)

Because the white left refuses to combat and reject reactionary tendencies in their
(your) own heads and amongst themselves (yourselves), and because they (you)
refuse to see how white culture is rooted firmly in capitalism and imperialism;
refusing to reject it beyond superficial culture appropriations (i.e.-Native american
“dream catchers” hanging from the rear-view mirrors of your vehicles, wearing
Adidas or Nikes with fat laces and over-sized Levis jeans or Dickies slacks worn
“LA sag” style, crude attempts to “fit-in” by exaggerated, insulting over-use of
the latest slang term(s) from “da hood”, etc), you in fact re-invent racist and
authoritarian social relations as the final product of your so-called “revolutionary
theory”; what I call Left-wing white supremacy.

'This tragic dilemma is compounded by, and finds some of its initial roots in, your
generally ahistorical and wishful “analysis” of Black/white relations in the US; and
rigid, dogmatic definitions of “scientific socialism” or “revolutionary communism”,
based in a eurocentric context. Thus, we are expected to embrace these “socialist”
values of the settler/conqueror culture, rather than the “traditional amerikkkan
values” of your reactionary opponents; as if we do not possess our own “socialist”
values, rooted in our own daily and cultural realities! Wasn't the Black Panther
Party “socialist”> What about the Underground Railroad; our ancestors (and
yes, even some of yours) were practicing “mutual aid” back when most European
revolutionary theorists were still talking about it like it was a lofty, far away ideal!

One extreme example of this previously mentioned wishful thinking in place of a true
analysis on the historical and current political dynamics particular to this country is an
article by Joseph Green entitled “Anarchism and the Market Place, which appeared in
the newsletter “Communist Voice” (Vol #1, Issue #4, Sept 15,1995).

In it he asserts that anarchism is nothing more than small-scale operations
run by individuals that will inevitably lead to the re-introduction of economic
exploitation. He also claims that “it fails because its failure to understand the
relation of freedom to mass activity mirrors the capitalist ideology of each person
for their self.” He then offers up a vague “plan of action”; that the workers must
rely on “class organization and all-round mass struggle”. In addition, he argues for
the centralization of all means of production.

Clearly, Green’s political ideology is in fact a theology. First, anarchism was
practiced in mass scale most recently in Spain from 1936-39. By most accounts
(including Marxist-Leninist), the Spanish working class organizations such as the
CNT (National Confederation of Labor) and the FAI (Federation of Anarchists
of Iberia) seized true direct workers power and in fact kept people alive during a
massive civil war.
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