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40 A BLACK AUTONOMY READER (incomplete)

If Attica fell to us in a matter of hours despite it being your most secure maximum
security prison-fortress equipped with your latest repressive technology, so shall
fall all your fortresses, inside and out. Revolutionary spirit conquers all obstacles.
“Every one of your prison camps has now become a revolutionary training camp
feeding trained revolutionary cadres to each revolutionary foco in the ghetto.
'The recruits are the thousands of Black militants and revolutionaries framed and
kidnapped from the ghettos in your desperate effort to put down the spreading
Black Rebellion. While on the surface it appears you've cooled the ghettos, all
you've done was remove the dynamic elements, dumped us in your prison camps
where our diverse ideologies and experiences cross-fertilized, hardened and
embittered us in your dehumanizing cages by abuse, ‘breaking up our families,
etc., to then return us to the ghettos as fully-hardened revolutionary cadres. Your
oppressive mentality blinds you to these clear facts.

Do you not see that we've converted your prison camps into revolutionary training
camps for cadres of the Black liberation struggle? More important, your prisons have
become ideological crucibles and battlegrounds. Soon you shall reap the harvest.

'The above capsulizes the ideology of thousands of Black revolutionaries being
repressed in your prison camps. Although expressed in many ways-rhetorically
and organizationally through -the many militant and revolutionary prisoners’
® groups formed in every prison in the U.S.-the basic ideology is the same: using ®
our time in prison to get it together for our return to the ghetto. While I speak
only for prison camps in New York State-and I've been tortured in the major
ones: Sing Sing, Clinton, Attica, Green Haven, Wallkill, and Auburn-I have
compared notes with many out-of-state prisoners serving time in New York
prison camps and found that the identical ideological situation exists in out-of-
state prisons.

We are all political prisoners regardless of the crimes invoked by white racist
oppressors to legitimize their kidnapping us from the ghettos and torturing us in
their cages. You don’t believe it? Well, what crimes did our forebears commit when
they were kidnapped from Africa, imprisoned aboard slave ships and brought
to America where their labor was exploited for 350 years? Didn’t you legalize
these crimes against Black people and codify them in your slave codes? Didn't you
legitimize your genocidal slaughter of the American Indians and theft of their
land by legislating Indian laws and the Homestead Act? Were not these crimes
politically motivated and formed the very foundation of United States capitalism?
And are you not now the benefactor of this loot and enjoying a standard of living
many times higher than your kin in Europe, South Africa and Australia?
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