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to the state electronic media, which along with state- and corporate-controlled
newspapers is almost the only source of information for workers at present.

Africaremains a continent where no single ideological model can be judged to have
been successful. Unlike America and Europe, where capitalism and “communism”
have been institutionalized and practiced with qualified and limited successes,
Africa presents an historical opportunity for any ideology capable of lifting people
out of their present-day misery. Existing anarchist groups on the continent must
and will play an important historical role in this regard.

Africa also needs international support for its emerging anarchist groups, which
have only begun to challenge the state/capitalist system. Without international
support, these groups, whom the governments view simply as troublemakers,
stand little chance against the organized terror of the state. Because of the alliance
between the state and international capital, local ruling classes are bound to receive
the support of their international collaborators in crushing any perceived threat to
the status quo.

In the last resort, will the local ruling classes call in foreign troops in an attempt to
maintain their privileges, as occurred in Shaba Province in the Congo in the 1960s?
Of course they will. Clearly the fight against international capital and against the
® state system must proceed internationally if it is to have any hope of success. ®

ANARCHISM’S FUTURE IN AFRICA

Anarchism in a World Context

The prospects for anarchism on the African continent are, in the final analysis,
inextricably tied to the future of anarchism worldwide. Owing to its internationalist
outlook and platform, the future of anarchism must be appraised within a global
context; any attempt to localize it is bound to yield a distorted outcome. The
obstacles to anarchism are, in the main, global; only their specifics are determined
by local circumstances as is the case in Africa.

The crises of capitalism and, lately, marxist “socialism” worldwide have, historically
speaking, assured the future of anarchism. Marx’s devastating critique of capitalism
as a mode of production remains overall as valid today as when Marx himself first
unleashed it. But the admirable logic and systematic approach of marxism has,
ultimately, been undone by marxism’s internal contradictions.

Marxism’s overt attachment to the state system and its structures, as the convulsions
in the Soviet Union, Eastern Europe, Africa and Asia have clearly demonstrated,
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