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As we write the French Republic is burning and the North American anarchist
movement has its eyes fixed on the fires, yet in our own backyard the former
French colony of Haiti has been ablaze for months. Since the slave insurrections
and struggle for decolonization (a struggle unfinished, we might add) the Haitian
people have been in a near constant state of revolt against slavery and colonialism,
dictatorships, neocolonialsm, occupation, and a crumbling state. The most recent
incarnation of this social revolt started in July against corruption and has spread
into a nation wide insurrectionary situation calling for the removal of the U.S
backed ruling Haitian Tet Kale Party (PHTK) and its leader, President Jovenel
Moise. The state has responded with beatings, torture, shootings, massacres, and
what many fear to be the return of dictatorship era deathsquads. Rather than
crushing revolt, it has only intensified.

This recent anti-government wave of revolt comes from the revolt against
corruption and a gas price hike from early July, though we can see its precursor
in the resistance to the 2015/2016 elections and the post election wave of strikes
and riots. The Haitian elections were marred by fraud and voter suppression, as
well as the general rejection by the Haitian people who have long since lost faith
in electoralism giving way to the lowest voter turn out in the western hemisphere.
The first round of elections were held on October 25, 2015 and of the nearly 6
million registered to vote there was a turnout of only 28.8% and Jovenel Moise,
a protégé of former President Michel Martelly and owner of a banana exporting
operation, of the right-wing PHTK took the election with 32.81% of the vote, a
mere 500,000 people compared to the size of the Haitian electorate (or compared
to Haiti’s almost 11 million total population in 2015). Coming in second was Jude
Célestin of Alternative League for Haitian Progress and Emancipation (LAPEH)
with 25.27% of the vote. Since there was no one who held a clear majority a runoff
election, initially scheduled for December 27th, 2015, was to decide the President

'The election results were rejected by both the Haitian people as well as opposition

parties which kicked off protests decrying the fraud and corruption and demanding
an annulment. Protests spread across the country and quickly escalated with
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