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What motivates me more than anything else about anarchism and its 
relevance to Black revolution is that it has offered me some powerful 
insights into why we have not been able to recover from our defeat (the 60’s 
revolution) and advance forward to the kinds of unities, organizations 
and activities that make for invincible revolutionary movements.
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…we have been taught either to ignore our differences, or to view them as 
causes for separation and suspicion rather than as forces for change. Without 
community there is no liberation, only the most vulnerable and temporary 
armistice between an individual and her oppression. But community must 
not mean a shedding of our differences, nor the pathetic pretense that these 
differences do not exist.

Audre Lorde

This great Audre Lorde quote, taken from Arsenal #4 (p. 4), introduces their 
discussion on the same theme. As a Black anarchist TIRED of primarily white 
anarchists just dismissing nationalism, I truly appreciate Arsenal and ONWARD 
taking this on as two of the newest newspaper/mags on the scene.

There are all kinds of Nationalisms and there are all kinds of reactions to 
nationalism. Personally, I have moved through and grown within some of the 
Black Nationalisms specific to the Black Community.

Black nationalism saved my life, in a sense, as a teenager in the 1960s. It “jarred” 
my unconscious acceptance of amerikkanism dogging my peoples and helped me 
see the larger picture. I am a 60’s child. There was Malcolm, there was H. Rap 
Brown and Stokeley Carmichael of the Black Power movement, and then there 
was the Black Panther Party. All were nationalists, all represent an evolution of 
nationalism within the black community. Because of the totally racist, genocidal 
dynamic within this Babylonian Empire, the black nationalist understood that 
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