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realized what had happened how the space transformed? There have been gardens 
built, right, for instance?

D: Yeah.

Yeah, so initially I wasn’t on the ground that morning, I showed up later in the 
afternoon. But it seemed like people were a little bit unsure what to do and a few 
people who had been kind of like chosen by the city as “leaders” didn’t want it to 
burn down and other people were unsure if it should burn down or if we should 
even there the premises. So just like nothing happened. Which the next day kind 
of made a weird split, the first split between the Chief of Police and the Mayor 
because the next morning the Chief of Police went out and made a video directly 
to the rank and file saying that it wasn’t her decision to withdraw from the precinct 
and kind of throwing the Mayor under the bus when talking to her rank and file 
cops. It seems like they were expecting it to burn down and they were preparing 
for that because all the press conferences and talking points the next day said 
that, that they had got word from the FBI that there were plans to burn it down. 
Weirdly it might have been a strategic advantage to not do it, we’re really gonna 
know the answer to that later, like after this all unfolds.

In terms of the area it was cool to see because there were already mutual aid tents 
set up, the vigil was set up, the medic tents were set up, people immediately started 
to use this cop free zone to do what they wanted, and started taking care of each 
other. The zone is attached to a pretty big park on Capitol Hill, Cal Anderson 
park, so people immediately started setting up tents on the soccer field that’s there. 
Just past the soccer field there’s a small grass hill and people immediately started 
building a garden that grows every day. Around the garden now a tent city kind of 
popped up around it, and just past that area is an even bigger grass field and people 
started woking on that field, growing mushrooms I believe. Then some people 
planted nut trees along the sides, the full length of the park. Every surface became 
a canvas, basically. I think on that first day when the zone was established someone 
came in with white paint and wrote “Black Lives Matter” really big across the 
length of the whole block. The next day local artists came and each one got a letter 
and they did their own art in the letter. It was all local artists who did it for free 
as far as I know. It’s a beautiful sight, you see art everywhere, people helping each 
other. It continued to grow in that manner to the point where last time I was there, 
they call themselves the ‘No-Cop Co-Op’ or something. There were people doing 
shopping, get toiletries, fresh produce, snacks and water, Gatorade and juice. They 
were handing out tote bags so people could do their shopping, it was unbelievable. 
Then directly in front of the precinct was a stage area, sometime there would be 
a literal stage there and bands performing. It became a place for speak outs and 
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