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Let me tell you a story.

As I write these words, I am standing in solidarity with students protesting and
occupying their campuses both at USC and UCLA. Having spent the last two
days protesting alongside the students (as I highly encourage you to do as well) I
teel the need to expedite the writing process of this particular project. Last year,
I posted a video essay/documentary on the Ethiopian Revolution, particularly
spending the bulk of the video discussing the student movement that precluded
and lasted throughout the revolution. As I worked on the project I got the idea
to take what I had learned and write something both arguing for increased
organization and protest among students in America, and taking tactics, ideas,
and lessons from the Ethiopian Student Movement. Providence and present
events have beaten me to the punch.

My goal now is to briefly discuss the Ethiopian student movement, and the tactics
and ideas they used that we can ourselves take inspiration from in order to gain
greater levels of organization and solidarity as we continue to struggle.

‘Throughout modern history, student protests have become so common that the
“angry socialist college student,” has become both a meme and a trope. But the
ridicule of student organizers in popular culture misses and intentionally hides
the power and influence student movements can have. That is what we will discuss
here. The current wave of student protests in the U.S. has already begun to rival
the Vietnam era protests, and bear the marks of 2020’s anti-police intifada. The
shadow of Kent State’s massacre looms over all of us. As I write, snipers watch
students from the rooftops of Indiana University. In Atlanta, volunteer medics are
being tased and beaten while handcufted in broad daylight, faculty daring to stand
in solidarity are being brutalized and arrested in front of the students they teach.
'The very fingers with which I type these words ache from being smashed by police
batons at USC. This violence cannot, will not, cause the movement to die down.
Instead, it must cause the forging of a greater, stronger radicalism within all of us
who witness such barbarism from the fascist arms of the state. It is our moral duty
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