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22 A BLACK AUTONOMY READER (incomplete)

When I came to realize the faults, failings, shortcomings, aspirations and ambitions
of fallible man, I concluded that it would not be the safest nor best policy for
society, as a whole, to entrust the management of all its affairs, with all their
manifold deviations and ramifications in the hands of finite man, to be managed
by the party which happened to come into power, and therefore was the majority
party, nor did it then, nor does it now make one particle of difference to me what a
party, out of power may promise; it does not tend to allay my fears of a party, when
entrenched and securely seated in power might do to crush opposition, and silence
the voice of the minority, and thus retard the onward step of progress.

My mind is appalled at the thought of a political party having control of all the
details that go to make up the sum total of our lives. Think of it for an instant,
that the party in power shall have all authority to dictate the kind of books that
shall be used in our schools and universities, government officials editing, printing,
and circulating our literature, histories, magazines and press, to say nothing of the
thousand and one activities of life that a people engage in, in a civilized society.

To my mind, the struggle for liberty is too great and the few steps we have gained
have been won at too great a sacrifice, for the great mass of the people of this 20th
century to consent to turn over to any political party the management of our social
and industrial affairs. For all who are at all familiar with history know that men will
® abuse power when they possess it. For these and other reasons, I, after careful study, ®
and not through sentiment, turned from a sincere, earnest, political Socialist to the
non-political phase of Socialism—Anarchism—because in its philosophy I believe I
can find the proper conditions for the fullest development of the individual units in
society, which can never be the case under government restrictions.

The philosophy of anarchism is included in the word “Liberty,” yet it is
comprehensive enough to include all things else that are conducive to progress.
No barriers whatever to human progression, to thought, or investigation are placed
by anarchism; nothing is considered so true or so certain, that future discoveries
may not prove it false; therefore, it has but one infallible, unchangeable motto,
“Freedom”: Freedom to discover any truth, freedom to develop, to live naturally
and fully. Other schools of thought are composed of crystallized ideas—principles
that are caught and impaled between the planks of long platforms, and considered
too sacred to be disturbed by a close investigation. In all other “issues” there is
always a limit; some imaginary boundary line beyond which the searching mind
dare not penetrate, lest some pet idea melt into a myth. But anarchism is the usher
of science—the master of ceremonies to all forms of truth. It would remove all
barriers between the human being and natural development. From the natural
resources of the Earth, all artificial restrictions, that the body might be nurtured,
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