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Looting began all over the city soon after. There were attempts by young rebels to
burn down buildings on the East Side. The looting lasted for two days.

These organizations are opportunistically taking advantage of the rebellion to advance
their own agendas, as black middle organizations tend to do.

Dozens of people have been arrested and are facing charges for their participation
in uprising on May 30th. This moment must be understood as the revolutionary
surge within the city. The protests are continuing although they range in militancy
and class character. They have never reached the height of May 30th. Many within
the Rockford community have condemned the actions of black youth and others,
as “outside agitators” even though most of the arrests were people from the city of
Rockford.Itis clear they are frightened of revolt and revolution. Black organizations
acting as mouthpieces for the pigs and the city have claimed that the rioters were
white and from “out of town.” Despite this, the most militant forces against the
police were predominantly black youth and black folks who had come up from the
Fairgrounds projects as the march approached the precinct. Black people do not
need white people to take revolutionary action. Furthermore, if the march had not
ended in an uprising, it is unlikely the subsequent demonstrations and teach-ins,
which have been ongoing from over two months, would be happening.

® On Counter-Revolution ®

The counter-revolutionary tendencies within the black community are strong.
Many of these so-called organizations for black empowerment or anti-racism are
clearly linked to the racist city government. Groups like 100Strong, the NAACP
and others came out the next day with white city leaders to “condemn the looting.”
Some of these groups even helped to clean and fix up the police station the day
after the rebellion. These groups do not represent black power, they represent
deference to the white power structure. They utilize language and aesthetics of
black power such as the clenched fist but they are clearly very much tied to a
politics of respectability. They must be opposed at every moment. Revolutionaries
must not have any respect for organizations or individuals who sell Black Lives
Matters t-shirts or Black Panther hats while in the same moment host cookouts
and take photos with the pigs.

Black people do not need white people to take revolutionary action.
'The United Way has been particularly opportunistic in how it has used “Black
Lives Matter” in its youth programming while also working explicitly with the

police. These organizations are opportunistically taking advantage of the rebellion
to advance their own agendas, as black middle-class organizations tend to do. This
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