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432 A BLACK AUTONOMY READER (incomplete)

I drifted from one struggle to another. First, there were the protests due to the police
raiding a squat. At the same time, the former City Attorney, Mark Sidran, was
pushing for an anti-sitting and anti-panhandling ordinance. Then, the neo-Nazis
returned and stabbed a black man on a bus on the Ave on Christmas Eve. It was
shortly after that the homeless kids got organized and marched to Broadway 100 or
so deep to confront them Then the first Gulf War happened and the large protests
shutting down the freeway, and finally the beating of Rodney King, which led to two
nights of riots, fires, and fighting the cops downtown and on Broadway. All of these
things happened one after the other with very little time in between events.

It was in this climate that my politics began to expand and change.

How would you say your politics evolved over time, and at one point in that
development would you say anarchist ideas became most real to you?

A: What drew me to anarchism was not so much the theory or the ideal, but the
way the anarchists did things. The Maoists were around in greater numbers back
then, but they seemed a lot like religious people seeking converts. And they would
get mad if you didn’t agree with them. Some of them would actually challenge you
to fight!

® 'The anarchists did things. They took over buildings and lived in them, they chased ®
the Nazis off the streets, they would go to community meetings and blast the so-
called “experts” on homelessness or youth issues, and they would share whatever
they had with you without asking for anything in return except for your opinion
on whatever subject.

I used to call myself an anarchist, until one day an older activist, now a political
prisoner, Omari Tahir (he was convicted of hitting former Seattle mayor Paul
Schell in the face with a bullhorn; it took them two trials to get the conviction),
said to me, “I know what youre against, but what are you for!?” He also warned
against letting others put you in a box by of labeling yourself in way that is
alienating to others.

To me, all “isms” out there are a form of ideological and social prison. Like Bruce
Lee said in The Tao of Jeet Kune Do, “Absorb what is useful; discard what is not.
Use no way as a way.”

If T am to be labeled, here’s the box to put me in: life-long black man in amerikkka
of mixed racial background, a so-called “person of color.”I am a certified personal
fitness trainer, and professional martial artist and instructor. I am for reparations
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