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dragon forces, who displayed hatred and fear of everything from their refusal to 
relinquish their maroon/decentralized organizational formations, to their practice 
of their traditional Vodun (Voodoo) spiritual systems, the latter which did a great 
deal to inspire their soldiers to martyr themselves for the cause of freedom. And 
the treacherous attacks carried out on them by Christophe and Dessalines – even 
while both sides were allied against the imperialists – were early signs that the 
dragon forces were ultimately concerned with power for its own sake.

Then, after being pushed to the side after the French were driven out, the 
decentralized hydra elements were forced to – again – go underground and 
eventually morph into semi-secret Vodun societies that until today remain a little 
recognized or understood autonomous element amongst the oppressed Haitians. 
Wade Davis’ classic The Serpent and the Rainbow, as well as Voodoo in Haiti, 
by Alfred Metraux (1972, Shocken Books), paints a fascinating picture of how 
these decentralized elements went from centuries of being Maroon guerrillas, to 
revolutionary fighters, later to be forced underground only to surface as today’s 
Bizango, Zobop, Bossu, Macandal, Voltigeurs and other semi-secret Vodun 
societies, thereby constituting a major segment of Haitian society that no domestic 
or foreign oppressors have ever been able to eradicate; although the dictator “Papa 
Doc” Duvalier was able to manipulate some of them by integrating them into 
dreaded “ton ton macoute” secret police.

And in another Stan Goff book, Sex and War, he tells us, “there are Maroons in 
Haiti again, with the wave of repression sweeping the country in the wake of the 
last U.S.-crafted coup d’estat (February 29, 2004)… twice in 2004 I visited one of 
these Maroon communities in the Central Plateau”.

And it’s hardly the case that we must restrict our study of the strengths and 
weaknesses of centralized and decentralized groups as I have. What about the 
history of how decentralized forces defeated Napoleon’s army in Spain; how 
decentralized forces have defeated every known invader in the border regions of 
what is today Afghanistan and Pakistan, and how decentralized insurgents are 
today defeating the U.S. and her allies in Iraq?

Some Parting Words from a Farsighted Marxist
C.L.R. James penned The Black Jacobins many years before he would later 
crystallize his theories about the ideas here. Yet on this in the Introduction to 
Marxism for Our Times: C.L.R. James on Revolutionary Organization, edited 
by Martin Glaberman (1999, University Press of Mississippi) we learn, “in 1948 
James wrote what was eventually published as ‘Notes on Dialectics.’” This was a 
study of working class organization in light of dialectics and marked the ultimate 
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