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WORKS

And yet, there are examples of this principle even now. In a well-bred family each 
person has certain duties, which are performed cheerfully, and are not measured 
out and paid for according to some pre-determined standard; when the united 
members sit down to the well-filled table, the stronger do not scramble to get the 
most, while the weakest do without, or gather greedily around them more food 
than they can possibly consume. Each patiently and politely awaits his turn to be 
served, and leaves what he does not want; he is certain that when again hungry 
plenty of good food will be provided. This principle can be extended to include all 
society, when people are civilized enough to wish it.

Again, the utter impossibility of awarding to each an exact return for the amount 
of labor performed will render absolute communism a necessity sooner or later. The 
land and all it contains, without which labor cannot be exerted, belong to no one 
man, but to all alike. The inventions and discoveries of the past are the common 
inheritance of the coming generations; and when a man takes the tree that nature 
furnished free, and fashions it into a useful article, or a machine perfected and 
bequeathed to him by many past generations, who is to determine what proportion 
is his and his alone? Primitive man would have been a week fashioning a rude 
resemblance to the article with his clumsy tools, where the modern worker has 
occupied an hour. The finished article is of far more real value than the rude one 
made long ago, and yet the primitive man toiled the longest and hardest.

Who can determine with exact justice what is each one’s due? There must come a time 
when we will cease trying. The Earth is so bountiful, so generous; man’s brain is so 
active, his hands so restless, that wealth will spring like magic, ready for the use of the 
world’s inhabitants. We will become as much ashamed to quarrel over its possession as 
we are now to squabble over the food spread before us on a loaded table.

“But all this,” the objector urges, “is very beautiful in the far off future, when we 
become angels. It would not do now to abolish governments and legal restraints; 
people are not prepared for it.”

This is a question. We have seen, in reading history, that wherever an old-time 
restriction has been removed the people have not abused their newer liberty. 
Once it was considered necessary to compel men to save their souls, with the aid 
of governmental scaffolds, church racks and stakes. Until the foundation of the 
American republic it was considered absolutely essential that governments should 
second the efforts of the church in forcing people to attend the means of grace; 
and yet it is found that the standard of morals among the masses is raised since 
they are left free to pray as they see fit, or not at all, if they prefer it. It was believed 
the chattel slaves would not work if the overseer and whip were removed; they are 
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