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combined efforts, only later to change their methods. This led to a more all around
centralization and very little democracy, if any. Without a doubt, any number of
other Marxist/Leninist/Maoist (style) groups have had similar experiences.

Yet, if the clear historical tendency is to always gravitate towards less democratic
and more oppressive forms of control, then quite frankly for one to say their use
of historical materialism is leading them to formulate correct liberation ideas,
theories and plans by using DC is ludicrous!

The Contemporary Situation

Here we are at the beginning of the 21st century, facing a global crisis unknown
heretofore in the entire history of humankind. The threats to our collective
existence are so multidimensional, it would take many other works to detail them
all. Consequently, I'll limit myself to those that I believe are paramount to helping
us break out of self-imposed mental roadblocks that hinder our efforts to move
forward.

The main threat to humankind, the flora and fauna and our entire biosphere,
is capitalist imperialism: a totally out of control, predatory, global system of
accumulation and oppression that’s on a collision course with the limitations of
our planet: daily devouring children, women, people of color, the poor, workers of
® all stripes, wildlife and the environment in pursuit of profits. ®

All of our problems primarily rest on the artificial divisions that have been
engendered between the oppressed for hundreds of years: divisions based on
gender, race, ethnicity, culture, geography, sexual preferences, age and otherwise.
'These divisions have been fostered, historically, by those who have sought to use
them in their pursuit of power and material gain.

Under imperialism, the overwhelming majority of our planet’s humans are,
ultimately, workers. Thus, Marx’s address to the IWMA still holds true today.
Albeit, he underestimated the degree of opposition the workers would face and the
length of time it would take for them to overcome all of the obstacles in their path.

Marx, superb analyst that he was, due to the Eurocentric predilections that
entrapped him, overlooked or dismissed important workers struggles that fell
outside of Europe; or he at least failed to study them with the same intensity
that he devoted to those European situations upon which he (primarily) based
his otherwise well-based analysis. That set in motion other willful neglecting of
formulating a proper evaluation of these ‘other’ struggles up until today even. A
thorough study, evaluation, adaptation (wherever applicable) and understanding of
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