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community policing and community engagement. So like when Trayvon Martin 
died there was a Black officer, her name is officer Cookie, she had just taken over 
a community started chess program. Basically by like getting the library where it 
was held to not hold it anymore, and then took city funding to start her own chess 
club in the same place and talked to all the parents and had the kids come to her 
chess club.

So that had been going on for a few months and then when Trayvon Martin died 
she took photo ops holding a bag of skittles and an iced tea can and stuff like that. 
And this is a Black woman. And this is a few years back, and even now it’s Carmen 
Best who’s Chief of Police in Seattle, a Black woman who can hit the talking 
points like “my grandchildren are out in the protest” and “my son/daughter in law 
is out in the protest” and that type of stuff. But it’s there’s always been like, even 
in the neighborhood I grew up with, there was the Black officer who responded 
to every single call that was every made in the neighborhood. He was the first one 
there because he was the community liaison and so Seattle’s good for that – their 
community policing’s cutting edge.

TFSR: Some people in the listening audience may have heard the term ‘community 
policing’ in a positive way as like it’s a way to de-escalate situations and to decrease 
the likelihood of use of force through that way by officers, and cement conversations 
in neighborhoods or whatever, the smiling face of cops. When in fact it’s notably 
a counterinsurgency method.

D: Yeah, in Seattle it came directly out of Weed & Seed funding. Weed & 
Seed was a Department of Defense project [transcriber’s note – I checked, it’s 
Department of Justice] and it was literally like weed out the bad and seed the 
good. I experienced that growing up in the ‘90s, basically it was like they would 
send these community police officers or whatever into neighborhoods to build 
relationships with community councils, which were often grassroots organized, 
and would build these relationships and convince neighbors to snitch on each 
other. In doing so people, families, lost their homes. They literally get their homes 
taken away from them because their kids or families members were breaking the 
law, and they’d be turned in by neighbors. 

It was a very insidious program. And community policing was not the like…you 
know, I never once played basketball with a cop. But the cop would be sitting there 
staring at all the kids who were playing basketball at the park nearby and would 
know whose parents were who so it would make rounding up people easier for 
them, if anything. It created more divisions in our community if anything. It was 
insidious but it was also that happy, like shake hands, I’m here for you, here’s my 
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