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naïve at best. The entrails of this system are lined with the far-right fascism that is 
currently rising and has been bubbling under the façade of liberal democracy at the 
expense of non-whites in a white supremacist society. A system predicated on the 
over-emphasis of “order” and “security” is primed for authoritarianism.

Genocide, enslavement and other forms of violence the empire inflicts have grown 
more tepid in their bluntness since this nation’s birth. Over time, the violence 
has been displaced and restructured by more insidious and invisible modalities of 
community destruction. The reservation, the prison system and austerity policies 
are just some of the negotiable forms of violence that liberalism has facilitated 
over time.

Over the past few decades, the United States has seen a shift in liberal politics leaving 
the Democratic Party in a completely compromised position. The emergence of the 
Tea Party, a populist surge in the Republican Party, alienated the more “moderate” 
establishment Republicans in favor of a more explicitly articulated bigoted takeover. 
The lack of a real response to this moment further enabled the rightward shift as 
a shaken liberal establishment only sought and attempted bipartisan negotiations 
with the more extreme elements commandeering the party. Instead of moving left, 
the Democratic Party pandered to the alienated “moderate” right as it had been for 
years, and facilitated this conservative shift with nearly every waking opportunity.

Bipartisan Delusions
Liberal support for the Iraq War, post-9/11 domestic policy and the foreign policy 
extensions of the War on Terror made clear the position of the Democratic Party. 
For “millennials” in particular, our generation has come of political age watching 
perpetual disappointments to this end. There has been no true left in the United 
States because the positioning of the Democratic Party is not one of stark 
opposition to the right. The messaging that suggests we should meet conservatives 
halfway and work on “both sides of the aisle” has comfortably consolidated a giant 
right-wing apparatus.

It seems fitting that at the end of the Obama era we would see a white supremacist 
Trump presidency, and that immediately following a Black president whose cabinet 
was outspoken about diversity and inclusion we would see a spike in right-wing 
hate group enrollment. And through the transition of administrations and the 
first wave of antagonistic legislation, there was neither sustained nor sustainable 
protection being planned by the party purporting to defend progress. That quiet 
has now manifested itself in a Trump administration filled to the brim with the 
worst of the worst: the absence of a real left has left so many vulnerable populations 
exposed and at the mercy of a plutocratic tyrant hell-bent on destruction.
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