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So on first reading about them, you would think that this centralized dragon was 
the revolutionaries’ best weapon. But, the European empire builders of France, 
England, Spain – and the U.S. wannabes – were not going to give up, even 
though they all had been defeated, or were afraid to directly intervene (in the 
case of the U.S.).

As it turned out, however, with Toussaint – backed by the ‘revolutionary’ army – 
assuming the governance of the island, the imperialists pressured and maneuvered 
him into a position where he and his (dragon) army began to impose intolerable 
conditions on the revolutionary masses of workers. And, “in the north around 
Plaisance, Limbe, Dondon, the vanguard [masses] of the revolution was not 
satisfied with the new regime” ( James, 275–276).

And astonishingly, in the teeth of Napoleon’s renewed threats and the hostile 
machinations of the British and Americans, “Toussaint submits, along with his 
generals” ( James, 325–327).

Thus, at one swell swoop, these leaders had been forced to play the role of neo-
colonial compradors, our dragon had been corralled, hand-cuffed and chained, and 
they subsequently then set out to use the ‘revolutionary army’ to deliver the masses 
back into slavery! Simply because Napoleon feared them, his secret plan was to 
place all of Haiti’s Africans into chattel slavery, and he sent his brother in law and 
(eventually) sixty thousand more French troops to accomplish his aims.

Recognizing the weaknesses of the dragon forces, and the true intentions of the 
French “[Lamour] Derance and the petty chieftains, North, South and West, each 
in his own district summoned Blacks to revolt” ( James, 327).

So, here we see the hydra doing battle with the (now) traitorous dragon and the 
French imperialists.

“It is a recurrent tale this (Dessalines and his generals hunt down these ‘Brigands’). 
Once more, the masses had shown greater political understanding than their 
leaders” ( James 338–339 and footnote 39). Our formerly heroic revolutionary 
army had been reduced to suppressing the revolutionary masses and forcing the 
latter into, “…fighting Black generals [who were] trying to crush the ‘Brigands’ for 
the French,” [propelling our hydra back to center stage]. “The little local leaders…
beat off [their and the French] attacks…causing the French to be more open to 
yellow fever” ( James, 346–347).
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