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Anarchism + Black Revolution =

New Black Autonomous Politics
Black Autonomy Federation

(1994)

First Published in Vol.1 No.2 of Black Autonomy (1994) The same text appeared
as a statement of the Black Autonomy International In Black Autonomy Vol.3
No.1 published in 1997

The new autonomous politics is made up of the anti-authoritarian core of
Anarchism and many of the tenents of revolutionary Black nationalism. This
combination of all elements makes up something so new it has not been fully
defined before now. We will attempt now to more sharply define what has been
talked about for the last fifteen years, and also to place it within a historical context
so that it can no longer be dismissed as an’eclectic mish-mash”, or “corruption” of
(both) ideals as the purists would claim.

O} And yet, it should not alarm Anarchist ideological “purists” when we speak of a O]

Black anarchist politic. First, the early Anarchist movement in America always
reflected the cultural, social and political ideals of the community that produced
it. Thus we had a Germanic-dominated Anarcho-syndicalist tendency during the
1880’s called the International Working People’s Association which was strong
in Chicago, Pittsburgh and other industrial cities; a Jewish Anarchist movement
in New York and other cities during the 1900’s, where in some whole newspapers
were printed in Yiddish; an Italian movement in New York, New Jersey and other
areas in the 1920-30’s and so on. One ethnic group after another produced a
unique, though no less valid, American Anarchist social movement.

So the question then becomes, why should anyone even be surprised to learn that
there will be Anarchist movements which culturally and politically reflect those
communities of Africans or Hispanics. In talking about Anarchist ideals, we are
not talking about “orthodoxies” which cannot be revised, we are talking about
ideas which will be picked up, used by millions of oppressed peoples, and adapted
to their purpose and circumstances.

Anarchist purists and other Eurocentric ideologues will just have to shudder,
because it is happening now and there is nothing that anybody can do to stop
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