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Revolutionaries and anarchists must form our own affinity groups so protest 
leaders or organizations with large Facebook followings do not dictate our 
actions or tactics. Decentralize our action. There are a lot of people here calling 
for defunding and abolition of the police however it does not seem that abolition 
has translated into the day to day practice of many protestors. Recently, the zine 
If You See Something, Do Something: 12 Things to Do Instead of Calling the 
Police, has been distributed locally at events. This is good. There must be more 
education developed locally on creating our own abolitionist networks to deal with 
harm without the police. Much of the rhetoric online is still very carceral and 
Statist such as the calls to report and work with the police to track down racists. 
Too many protestors have been talking to the police at demonstrations despite 
claiming to be abolitionist. Talking to pigs does not keep us safe. Rockford must 
build cultures of non-cooperation.

The May 30th Alliance organization despite some of the more disruptive actions 
does not seem to be truly invested in a revolutionary strategy. Some of the members 
actively talk or negotiate with the police at actions for “safety” purposes. This is 
really discouraging behavior from a group that claims an abolitionist perspective. 
The organization is not actively counter-revolutionary but rather many of the 
people involved seem to be still going through political transformation. If the 
group is truly invested in tactical non-violence, they should be creating workshops 
to train folks in NVDA tactics. There is a real lack of training in that regard locally. 
Much of the rhetoric of that group and their supporters is similar to the Black 
Lives Matter movement back in 2014 to 2016. It is frustrating because the issue 
is that Rockford never experienced a Black Lives Matter moment, so many of the 
proposals and actions taken in this city feel 4 or 5 years behind. The use of “die 
ins,” the “we are not our ancestors,” and so-called “revolutionary” non-violence 
are all in play here. The issue is that we must move past the Black Lives Matter 
moment. Voting some candidates out next year is not the same as insurrection or 
true revolution. Despite this, the broad acceptance of abolitionist frameworks to 
some degree is encouraging.

On the Class and Racial Character
Racially, the demonstrations have been black lead but multi-racial in their 
composition. Black abolitionist organization has been key to advancing the 
movement. There has been an attempt to cast the protests as white-lead. This 
is very wrong. A revolutionary movement must center black people and black 
struggle. Specifically, the most marginalized black people must be centered. 
Black trans people and black women must be at the center of our movements. 
That has been a struggle here with the lack of black queer radical formations. 
There has not been enough emphasis on the particular oppression of black 
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