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election offices burned, streets blockaded with burning barricades, and clashes 
with Haitian National Police and UN “Peacekeepers”.

On December 22nd the Provisional Electoral Council (CEP) indefinitely 
postponed the runoff election due to the popular rejection of the initial election 
results. On January 1st then President Martelly declared the runoff elections 
would be held on the 17th, he later would change the runoff date to the 24th 
which would then be canceled due to intense riots and blockades as a part of the 
call for a week of rebellion against the scheduled elections.

The back drop to all of this was the United States urging the elections to take 
place as quickly as possible, urging the state to ignore the Haitian people and have 
the January 24th runoff election. A verification commission was set up to audit 
the results of the August 2015 election, a move the United States was displeased 
with as U.S. State Department Haiti Special Coordinator Kenneth Merten states, 
“We hope it is very, very quick and does not change the results of the election.” 
The Secritary of State John Kerry even chimed in saying, “The Haitian players, 
the so-called leaders, need to understand there’s a clear limit to the patience, the 
willingness of the international community to condone this process of delay.”

However, against the wishes of much of the so-called “international community”, 
a lovely name for the United States and the U.N., on May 30th the verification 
commission recommended throwing out the results of the August 2015 election. 
The new election was to be held in early October but was delayed as the country, 
which was still trying to recover from the 2010 earthquake, was hit by Hurricane 
Matthew. The new election was finally held on November 20th with people from 
the social democratic Fanmi Lavalas party and the PHTK filling the streets after 
polling stations closed, claiming they have won.

Between the devastation of the hurricane and the Haitian peoples exhaustion from 
the year long election process, voter turnout for this election was even lower than 
last time at just 18%. Of that 18% that voted, Jovenel Moise took 55% of the vote 
and with an ‘absolute majority’ won the election as a whole. Unwilling to accept 
more years of PHTK rule, again the Haitian people overwhelmingly rejected 
the results and protests and conflicts broke out, with reports of demonstrations, 
burning barricades, and gunshots, especially in the La Saline slum which is a 
major stronghold of social democratic Fanmi Lavalas which called the election an 
“electoral coup”.

On Febuary 7th, 2017, Jovenel Moise was sworn in as Haiti’s 58th President. 
Already in the peoples bad graces and coming into office with suspicions of money 
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