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In developing these autonomous programs it must be emphasized that the objective 
is not to secure nonprofit funding or corporate sponsorship, that undermines the 
purpose of autonomy. Corporate and nonprofit funding also ties the organization 
down inbureaucratic paperwork that consumes time and eventually burns activists 
out as it turns activists into clerks. Whenever possible funding from corporate 
nonprofits should be avoided, however if it is necessary, then activists must approach 
the funding not as sponsorship but rather as means to an end otherwise they will 
surrender autonomy to corporate oversight. They should also (if necessary) seek 
nonprofit funding from the most progressive foundations they can find but again, 
this option should be avoided if possible.

Another trap autonomous activists and movements must avoid is electoral politics 
that consume movements in false promises and expectations. A perfect example is 
the Obama frenzy. Nothing has changed under this man, his notable achievement 
of being the first Black President has brought us the same results the first Black 
mayors brought our cities in the 70’s and 80’s = nothing! Autonomous movements 
therefore are not geared toward campaigning for electoral politics. If movements 
do decide to participate in electoral politics, they should only do so knowing 
that they are only voting for the lesser of two evils and should understand that 
autonomy is independence from electoral politics that only promote and preserve 
the status quo. If autonomous activists decide to pursue an electoral strategy 
it should be local and concentrated on electing block representatives (or block 
captains) within the neighborhood that would be answerable to the needs and 
concerns of the people in his/her community while also preserving distance from 
the established political machine that runs the city. This strategy would not be 
pursued to reform the political establishment but rather to pressure it from below 
and erode its legitimacy. Whatever member of the autonomous movement occupies 
the block captain position should donate her/his paycheck towards the programs 
the movement is running within the community, otherwise he/she would just be 
another reformist politician/activist. The United States electoral system is morally 
bankrupt and merely an extension of corporations and international capitalism. 
The extension of corporate power and profits is more important than people 
and democracy in this political system, and we should harbor no illusions about 
reforming it—our objective is to exist outside it or preferably, to abolish it.

The concept of autonomy and dual systems of power therefore should become 
more appealing when we consider the real possibility that the nation could go 
bankrupt or face financial collapse bringing on rapid inflation and loss of social 
services. It’s not far-fetched to consider this scenario considering how close the 
nation’s (and world’s) economy came to collapse during the financial crisis in 2008, 
a crisis that global capitalism has yet to emerge from as of the date of this writing. 
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