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land territory does not mean freedom any more than do the ones in Africa, Asia 
and Latin America.

We also believe that under the capitalist system that now exists, most manifestations 
of Black nationalism have never been a truly revolutionary doctrine, but rather 
such movements have asserted themselves most forcefully as a defensive doctrine 
for the protection of the Black middle class. It is not even a movement to fight white 
racism, but rather an interest group politics which can battle for equal political 
power for Black business people or the professional class under this system, not 
to remove it.

So, a Black nation-state is not the answer to our problems as an oppressed people, 
in fact it leads us back to slavery, just as it has not led to freedom for any of the 
world’s people. Just flag independence. It replaces the white master for the Black 
master. We are not immune from the laws of social change; the state is an oppressive 
institution by its very nature.

In addition, those who argue for a Black state almost never tell how it will be 
obtained and many of their arguments that have been presented are intentionally 
vague and fanciful. Who really believes that America will just grant an Islamic 
state to the Nation of Islam, or give up five Southern states to the Republic of New 
Africa just because a small faction calling itself a “government in exile” exists and 
advocates for it? Who can even prove most people want it in the first place? Why, 
it would require years of a bloody struggle and a major organizing drive. And what 
are we to do until that great day comes (?); the Black Nationalist groups never tell 
us, but we can presume we are to blindly follow behind their leaders and pay our 
dues to their organizations. This is opportunism and treachery, leading us down a 
blind alley.

In addition, the only revolutionary nationalist group to even talk about conducting 
a plebiscite to find out what form African people in America believed our freedom 
should take was the Black Panther Party. They recognized that it was up to the 
masses to make such decisions, not vanguard organizations in their place. Like 
the Panthers, we believe that even before racism or capitalism are defeated, we can 
begin now to wage a protracted struggle against capitalism and its agents and that 
the only nation-state we should be concerned with is the corrupt American state 
still oppressing us and most of the peoples of the world.

In common with the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, the leading 
militant organization of the earlier civil rights period, Anarchists believe that the 
role of the organizer is not to lead people, but to empower them and let them take 

BAR - Design File 2.indd   472BAR - Design File 2.indd   472 02/06/2024   23:35:4102/06/2024   23:35:41


