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Black Anarchist Reflections, from Bash Back! and Beyond 
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We are writing this document as black anarchist attendees of Bash Back! who are 
trying to grapple with some of the broader issues/organizational questions within 
the black anarchist milieu and how those convos came up during the weekend for us 
and our homies. While we come from a variety of political backgrounds, we share a 
committed desire to insurrection and revolt for black autonomy. It was great to meet 
one another and kick it over the weekend. We got to hash out the answers to some 
questions. There was a lot of necessary conflict at Bash Back!. While reportbacks are 
fun, though often misleading, our aim in this document is to talk in a broader, abstract 
way about some of the questions and dynamics that occurred for black participants.

In a more positive spirit, the self-organization of black anarchists was happening 
over the course of the weekend. Examples include but are not limited to the 
Blacktivities cookout Friday night, formal and less-than-formal self defense 
demonstrations (wink wink), long convos at house parties and spontaneous 
meetups and conversations in parks. It’s clear we are building a tendency parallel 
(but not in reaction) to the white anarchist milieu.

BIPOC and the Politics of Resentment
It’s important to contrast activities like the black anarchist cook out and other 
informal gatherings with what seemed to be more prevailing attitudes, namely the 
BIPOC caucus on Saturday.

The reason to contrast these dynamics is due to the fact that it seems that within 
Black anarchist circles, there is not a clear answer or consensus on how we orient 
towards nonblack POC and white radicals. It often feels that BIPOC spaces only 
exist as a place for people to vent about white anarchist racism even though these 
concerns and frustrations are valid.

We also feel that “BIPOC organizing” or even the idea of POC solidarity is a 
dead end for Black radicals. We don’t think any POC group has more inherent 
solidarity with the black struggle and BIPOC organizing runs into the same issues 
that much of black-white organizing does.
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