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Awareness League 
Sam Mbah

(Formed in the 90’s)

The Awareness League first of all, derived its lifeblood from the resistance against 
military rule in Nigeria. The continuation of military rule acted as a spore. It 
was one of the inclusions that continued to give oxygen to our existence then as 
Awareness League. It is on record that between the late 1980s and the late 1990s, 
Nigeria witnessed the toughest anti-military struggle. Awareness League joined 
forces with other anti-military groups in resisting military rule in Nigeria. It was in 
the process of coming into touch with a lot of anarcho-syndicalist groups around 
the world, in Europe and America , that I and my friend decided to intellectualise 
the the subject of anarchism by producing a book, which you very well know.

The struggle against military rule ended with the coming of civilian rule in 1999. 
I would say that the antagonism of not only the Awareness League but all the civil 
society, community-based groups, and leftist organizations in the country, virtually 
evaporated. Because the military was a uniting factor, I would say, in the sense 
that every person – whether you were anarchist, Marxist, leftist, socialist – saw 
in the military a common enemy to be resisted, to be opposed, to be overthrown 
if possible. With the coming of civilian government, we did not have that kind 
of common enemy any longer. Because some of the groups, some individuals 
from these groups, now started gravitating towards bourgeois politics. But let me 
say that for the most part, the problem was not individuals gravitating towards 
bourgeois politics, it was really that the civil society groups, the leftist groups and 
organizations, were not prepared for the consequences of [civilian] rule. We did not 
analyze in a serious sense what would be the consequences of the end of military 
rule and the coming of civilian rule, in the place of the military. We took it for 
granted that it would be business as usual. But as it happened, the end of military 
rule singularly signaled the end of most of these community-based, civil-society-
based groups. Most of these groups, including the Awareness League, fragmented.
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