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Ojore Lutalo was never a member of the Black Liberation Army or the Panthers, 
but he was involved in the struggle, as early as 1970. He and BLA member Kojo 
Bomani Sababu were arrested after they attempted to rob a bank to fund revolu-
tionary projects, which ended in a shootout with the police.

He was harassed, isolated, and faced false charges throughout his incarceration 
in order to keep him from being paroled. However, upon befriending Kuwasi 
Balagoon and being exposed to critiques of Marxist-Leninism, he became a New 
Afrikan Anarchist in 1975. He would spend time creating collages while in pris-
on, but in 1986, unprovoked, the prison moved him into the MCU, the sensory 
depriving Maximum Control Unit, where prisoners move in shackles and guards 
carry clubs they call “nigger beaters”.

In 2005, still in prison, Lutalo was interviewed for a film entitled In My Own 
Words where he spoke on everything from his own political beliefs, to life in the 
MCU, to the difficulty of being a vegetarian prisoner. In the film, he said that,

I just believe in the consensus process, I believe in the autonomous process. I be-
lieve that people are intelligent enough to govern their own lives and make their 
own decisions without somebody collecting untold billions of dollars of taxes and 
telling you what should and shouldn’t be. Most organizations of the Left and the 
Right they want to repress, they have power ambitions, they power hungry, money 
hungry. And they’ll do anything to retain that particular power. They don’t consult 
with the lower class people, they make decisions for them and I feel that’s wrong. 
So that’s why I became an anarchist.

More false charges were brought against him after that interview. Just a year before 
his release from prison in 2009, he was denied release from the MCU, specifical-
ly because the prison thought he might influence other prisoners ideologically. 
Eventually though, he was released. And in 2021, in an interview with MoMA 
PS1 curator Josephine Graf, Lutalo continued to advocate for revolution. 
Remember his story.
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