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Now, for clarity’s sake, what hierarchy means is that someone is imposing their
will on another. But there’s more to it. A parent telling their kid not to walk in
front of a bus isn't hierarchy, for example; that is guidance and protection. Just
like an elder advising a spiritual devotee on the necessary duties of their ancestral
tradition isn't necessarily hierarchy either, but rather is assisting them in their
personal contribution to the cosmic order. Guidance, protection, assistance, advice
— these can be understood as leadership. That’s the role my comrades and I played
in the park with those kids and how Anarkatas try to operate. Leadership is more
like nurturance and requires a lot of accountability to the success or survival or
growth and self-empowerment of the so-called “led” — a great deal of which
means transferring skills and resources so that people can guide themselves.

Leadership can become hierarchy when it fails to meet an athirming end, and
when it is manifested through abuse and through exploitation, when it serves
control and self-interest, and when its mode of relation is rooted in methods
of domination and born in oppressive ideologies. When a parent’s “authority”
is rooted in self-righteousness and personal catharsis, as is often the case under
colonial ideology, when parents cannot be questioned and treat and beat their kids
like slavemasters did to our ancestors or like cops do to us all on the street today,
when parents threaten the growth of their children keep them from properly
learning to assess and express their emotions and make decisions for themselves
® and form healthy relationships and advocate for their needs — this is hierarchical ®
relation. When the religious leadership robs the people and keeps them poor and
ignorant, as is often the case unfortunately, and when it prevents the faithful from
affirming and nurturing their full persons and their environments and one another,
when it polices and violates and justifies oppression and brainwashes them into
xenophobia — this is a hierarchical relation. And even when the revolutionaries
come around but they prevent the people from being able to organize to meet
their needs because they dominate all potential avenues for organizing, when they
make everything about their own particular ideology or their own methods or
venues or circles or affinity groups in ways that people seeking liberation cannot
access materials or take power for themselves outside these myopic channels,
and when these channels fail to resolve the contradictions of our suffering and
even work to uphold or benefit from them and stifle the expression of liberating
energies in alternative ways — this is all hierarchical. Hierarchy means that there
is a certain “will” being imposed upon the masses, one that subjects us to certain
interests, despotic interests — interests that contradict the people’s journeys
towards autonomy and safety.

When anarchic movements began to develop into explicitly politicized forms, all
the hierarchies they have sought to destroy — disablism, transmisia, the State,
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