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in recent years, if not in many peoples’ lifetimes, in terms of the duration but also
the intensity of what happened. It also appears that, similar to the situation in
Oakland, people in Ferguson were able to seize space and to create a police-free
zone in a way more combatively than had been done before.

Bart: I would agree to a degree. I think there were steps taken towards creating
a liberated space, or an autonomous zone. In general, I think a riot is a situation
where a space is opened that is free of police or the State’s laws. So every night that
there was rioting there were these temporary lawless and police free zones opened
up. What made this difterent from other riots though, is how sustained the rioting
was. Also how after three days of rioting, people reclaimed the burned down QT
as central hub of activity for the uprising. I think the significance of the QT was
that it expanded the autonomy and lawlessness of the rioting at nights into the
daytime. It would be dishonest to say the lawlessness and anti-police sentiment of
the riots completely transferred to the QT. There were times when high ranking
police officers came into the parking lot to make statements to the press. But it
did at least create an environment that was incredibly hostile to them, and usually
any time a squad car or low ranking officer came into sight, they were attacked or
shouted out of the area. It was obvious to the police and to the participants of the
rebellion, that the QT was our space, not the space of the police or the capitalists.

® Nikola: It does feel like its easier for people who weren't there to see the ®
more spectacular things — the looting, the arsons, the molotov cocktails — but
unfortunately the efforts to create space without police is harder for people to see
from afar. It seems obvious that this was really central to the ferocity of what was
happening. What did it feel like to be at the QT? What was that space like? Also
what were some of the more specific ways that people prevented the police from
coming there or other areas that had been carved out?

Bart: Well for the most part the QT was this incredibly festive and joyful place in
the daytime where people were doing graffiti, driving up with giant barbeques and
giving away hundreds of hot dogs; everyone brought water to share, nothing cost
money, everything was free. It be-came a weird cultural center as well. There were
rappers, people break dancing, a teenage step-crew came in. There was a joyful
street fair atmosphere at times. At the same time people would be handing out
masks for the night, sharing stories from the nights before. At one point I hung
out with a man who shared pictures of all the shoes he'd looted the night before
and we traded stories. People were talking about what to do if they gas this way,
what to do if they come from that way. So while it was this festive and celebratory
atmosphere it was clearly also a space where people were forming strategies and
talking and connecting. Since it was the central gathering point, everyday youd
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