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138 A BLACK AUTONOMY READER (incomplete)

Hearing on Racism and Police Repression to challenge police brutality and racism
while across the Bay in San Francisco antipoverty activists from the POOR
Magazine and Poor News Network raise awareness of economic injustice within
communities of color. In St. Louis the Organization for Black Struggle mobilizes
grassroots activists and organizations towards community empowerment while in
New Orleans grassroots activists within the Black community are at the forefront
of rebuilding Black neighborhoods devastated by Hurricane Katrina by demanding

government attention and reconstruction.

All throughout the Black colonies of the empire (the United States) local activists
and organizations are mobilizing to meet and address the problems and injustice
they sufter at the hands of a corporate state that is not accountable to the people,
especially poor and working class communities. These activists and organizations
for the most part belong to no Black national or centralized movement but instead
are ordinary people taking control of their spaces and struggling to live with respect
and to enjoy a life of quality and substance. Most of them are Mothers, Fathers,
Brothers, Sisters, Friends, Neighbors, etc who have grown tired of depending
upon unaccountable career politicians and corrupt political parties to deliver for
them. They have decided to seize their own destinies and depend on their own
communities to solve problems the state is not interested in solving.

® I. HISTORICAL CONTEXT ®

It is in the spirit and tradition of Black Resistance and Liberation that these
communities act. They are the legacy of the Black Liberation Movement (BLM)
whichatone timerepresented astrong force within the Blackcommunity demanding
Self-Respect, Self-Determination, Community and Individual Empowerment
and the peoples’ control over the resources of their own communities. The BLM
was exemplified by Malcolm X, the Black Panther Party, Student Non-Violent
Coordinating Committee, the Revolutionary Action Movement, the Congress of
Racial Equality, the Republic of New Afrika, Black Liberation Army, etc. These
organizations shook the foundation of the empire as their members challenged
the racist status quo of America by demanding not only the recognition of Black
people’s human rights but also our human rights and right to self-determination,
community liberation and the complete restructuring of the system through
revolution, not integration. They didn’t want to accommodate with capitalism,
they wanted to destroy capitalism and build a new community and society based
on revolutionary values and culture.

These movements of local resistance in the tradition of Black Liberation constitute
the legacy of not only the BLM but also the legacy of COINTELPRO, the U.S.

government’s internal counterintelligence program that systematically destroyed,
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