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of a country that deals with its social, economic, and cultural problems by
incarceration. But this is its history. Prisons are the logical outcome of the
countrys foundation on the genocide of Native Americans, the enslavement
of Africans, and the “manifest destiny” of imperial settlerism — from sea
to shining sea.

Marilyn Buck

Do we still have the will of John Brown? Or that of Nat Turner and Harriet
Tubman? Are we still committed to abolishing prisons? Where are our ties
with slaves? Not individual ties but collective ties. Fundamental ties. So long as
the prison exists it’s inhabitants will inevitably find themselves in a struggle to
destroy it. That struggle must not be isolated from that of the outside. It must
not be isolated from populist efforts. Critical infrastructure must be organized to
expedite the flow of information through the walls. Collectives must be on standby
to strike with direct action in retaliation for acts of repression against prisoners.
Prisoners must provide networks of protection and support for anti-state guerillas
that are captured. All comrades must orient themselves to the eventuality of their
capture. It must be clearly understood that the struggle in no way ends when you
“get caught”. It only intensifies. In the same way comrades oriented themselves to
the infrastructural needs of the camp when we took Oscar Grant plaza, things like
food security and medical needs, we must orient ourselves to the material needs of
® the broader community and prisoners as integral members of that community. A ®
genuine effort to keep prisoners, individually and the prison population in general,
up to date on all current events is required here. I've heard comrades speaking of
the “patriarchal nature” of prisoner formations, how these things preclude radical
engagement of anarchism. This, coupled with the fact that there’s no anarchist “set”
at any level comparable to “nationalist sets” within the prison system, has led me in
search of a clearer analysis, or at least one that fits my intended narrative that of the
seldom heard often felt incomprehensible black anarchist. Anarchism like anything
else finds a radical new meaning when it meets blackness. While anarchists have
an endless list of critiques directed at the culture that permeates prisons, little is
articulated in the way of actually changing these cultures, as if these were inherent
character traits impervious to stimulation and engagement. There exists a fear even,
of prisoners, of the calcifying nature of their abject conditions.

Well, we're all familiar with the function of the prison as an institution
serving the needs of the totalitarian state. We've got to destroy that function;
the function has to be no longer viable, in the end. It’s one of the strongest
institutions supporting the totalitarian state. We have to destroy its
effectiveness, and that's what the prison movement is all about. What I'm
saying is that they put us in these concentration camps here the same as
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