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through assassination, false imprisonment and disruption, the national Black 
Liberation Movements of the 1960’s and 70’s that had by 1968 gained legitimacy 
and mass support within the Black community. Contrary to popular impression the 
movements did not gain mass support by shouting Black Power or strutting around 
with guns threatening armed confrontation with the police. These are images the 
state publicized to create the impression these movements were criminals hell bent 
on violence and destruction. These false impressions allowed the state to justify its 
repressive actions towards the movement, actions which included assassination 
and false imprisonment of young leaders of the BLM. In 1968 the Attorney 
General of the United States stated that the Black Panther Party constituted the 
greatest threat to the internal security of the United States. Within two years, by 
1970, over 28 Black Panther Party members were assassinated by police agencies 
across the country and hundreds more were imprisoned on a host of false charges 
filed to neutralize the strength and popularity of the movement.

The official justification for this massive level of repressive violence against the 
Black Panther Party and the Black Liberation Movement according to the 
government was their members commitment to violence, however when the 
COINTELPRO papers were released by the U.S. Church Committee in hearings 
on the COINTELPRO program in the 1970’s it was revealed the government’s 
major concern with the Panthers was the massive support they gained within the 
Black community from their programs that addressed the needs and service of the 
people. The Panthers and by extension the BLM was at its peak of legitimacy and 
influence in 1968 within our communities. The year of 1968 was the high tide of 
the Black Liberation Movement as well as Third World Liberation movements 
around the world. Capitalism and Imperialism was on its heels, anything seemed 
possible in these times as the United States was being defeated in Vietnam and 
urban rebellions were rocking the major cities of the United States and Europe, 
while guerrilla movements and student activists inspired by the Cuban Revolution 
confronted U.S. imperialism in Latin America.

Just when it seemed anything was possible and international capitalism was 
on the verge of collapse, COINTELPRO kicked into high gear and the U.S. 
government unleashed its full inventory of weapons, repression and dirty tricks 
on the Black Liberation Movement devastating its members and organizations 
until it became a hollow shell of its former strength. This is where we find 
ourselves today, sidelined by the civil rights movement and traditional politicians 
interested in business as usual within the Black communities a.k.a. Black colonies 
of the empire. The BLM has been reduced to scattered formations across the 
United States’ urban colonies (Black communities).
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