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thing happened. Time didn’t make sense there. Some-how youd be there and all
of a sudden eight hours would have disappeared. I remember one night, we were
all hanging out, there had been a lot of looting, the liquor store was on fire and we
were all just sitting around watching it burn and this man said “fuck, what time is
it!? I have to go to work tomorrow.” Our friend laughed because she also had to
go to work in the morning and she asked, “do you really want to know?” and he
replied “no, fuck that; time doesn’t matter. Fuck work, that doesn’t matter.” and he
just went back to partying. So yeah, things changed, and like you said, the ability
to talk to people really changed. St. Louis is an incredibly segregated place where
racial tension is visceral and real, but up there the tension eased. People could see
who was there. People could see, oh you're here, 'm here too, this is a thing we share
in common and can bond over. This was especially true between the militants in
the uprising. A mutual respect was developed between people who were fighting.
So it became much easier to talk to people. These identities, these constrictions
that society puts upon us to keep us separate, began to fade away, even if for the
briefest moments. Obviously there were still pretty intense dynamics around race
and gender or peoples perceived backgrounds or motivations, but in some way it
did begin to dissolve.

Nikola: Thinking back again to the Oakland Commune, and how important the
camp was in creating these types of possibilities and relationships, it becomes
® obvious that the downside of course is that so much seemed to disappear after the ®
camp was raided and taken from us. Once the police enforced a total militarized
occupation of the space and made it impossible to reclaim, it did really feel like the
beginning of the end. From there it felt like any attempt to create similar spaces or
keep up momentum were outright crushed. So I'm wondering how the eventual
fencing off and re-occupation (by police) of the QT affected what was going on
in the riots, if at all.

Bart: 1 mean it could be a coincidence, but it felt real that the day they fenced off
the QT (ten days or so after the initial rioting), was the first night that social peace
returned to the streets of Ferguson. Once theyd taken this space away people
didn't feel the ability to congregate and lost this very socially important space. So
a lot of the combativeness disappeared. Also people were tired and the national
guard was on the streets, and so this combined with recuperation by leftists and
religious leaders helped to end things. It was a really big blow to the uprising to
lose the QT, and then lose the streets of West Florissant.

Nikola: For me, this brings up the questions of anarchists’relationship to spaces like
these where previously unimaginable types of rebellions are playing out. Others
who've participated in moments like these, where the activity of everyday people
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