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Throughout this essay I stressed that feminist advocates collude in the pain of
men wounded by patriarchy when they falsely represent men as always and only
powerful, as always and only gaining privileges from their blind obedience to
patriarchy. I emphasized that patriarchal ideology brainwashes men to believe
that their domination of women is beneficial when it is not:

Often feminist activists affirm this logic when we should be constantly naming
these acts as expressions of perverted power relations, general lack of control
of one’s actions, emotional powerlessness, extreme irrationality, and in many
cases, outright insanity. Passive male absorption of sexist ideology enables
men to falsely interpret this disturbed behavior positively. As long as men are
brainwashed to equate violent domination and abuse of women with privilege,
they will have no understanding of the damage done to themselves or to others,
and no motivation to change.

Patriarchy demands of men that they become and remain emotional cripples.
Since it is a system that denies men full access to their freedom of will, it is
difficult for any man of any class to rebel against patriarchy, to be disloyal to
the patriarchal parent, be that parent female or male.

The man who has been my primary bond for more than twelve years was
® traumatized by the patriarchal dynamics in his family of origin. When I met ®
him he was in his twenties. While his formative years had been spent in the
company of a violent, alcoholic dad, his circumstances changed when he was
twelve and he began to live alone with his mother. In the early years of our
relationship he talked openly about his hostility and rage toward his abusing
dad. He was not interested in forgiving him or understanding the circumstances

that had shaped and influenced his dad’s life, either in his childhood or in his

working life as a military man.

Intheearlyyears of our relationship he was extremely critical of male domination
of women and children. Although he did not use the word “patriarchy,” he
understood its meaning and he opposed it. His gentle, quiet manner often
led folks to ignore him, counting him among the weak and the powerless. By
the age of thirty he began to assume a more macho persona, embracing the
dominator model that he had once critiqued. Donning the mantle of patriarch,
he gained greater respect and visibility. More women were drawn to him. He
was noticed more in public spheres. His criticism of male domination ceased.
And indeed he begin to mouth patriarchal rhetoric, saying the kind of sexist
stuff that would have appalled him in the past.
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