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women and black queer people in the educational sessions or rallies. The cis-
hetero black male leadership whether radical or liberal has been more averse to
escalation against the State and Capital than the participants who were not from
that background.

This struggle has clearly defined the lines of the class and political struggle in
Rockford. Fundamentally in this moment, the black working class revolted for a
day against the black mis-leadership class or black middle class aided by a group of
multi-racial radicals with black leadership. The sustained protests afterwards have
continued to shake up the city although it is unclear whether or not the leaders of
these protests are “rebels for reform” or revolutionaries as Robert L. Allen describes
in his book Black Awakening in Capitalist America. As mentioned previously, the
calls for reform may be important to further radicalize but revolutionaries must
oppose reform as the end goal.

There has also been a large amount of participation from white working class
people and youth. The first demonstration had a lot of involvement from the
Latino community in Rockford, however the failure of organizers to link the anti-
black violence of the police to the violence of ICE against the Latino community
has depressed turnout a bit. There needs to be more alliance building. Generally
though, there have been a good number of Latino militants involved. Perhaps a
® black and brown unity march through the south east side would be a good way to ®
build relationships in the future.

There is not a political base for the abolitionists yet. It must be built.

In terms of class character, the first day many black folks from the hood came out.
'The protests continued to have some mass character but at this point, the marches
consist of predominantly the same group of traditionally political or activist types
(this group ranges from radical to liberal in orientation). This was definitely because
of the pivot towards non-violence after the first demonstration. It is clear that this
move alienated many working class people as well as some anarchist militants. The
cross section of support of the demonstrations is truly interesting. At this point
in the struggle, the demonstrations have become predominantly white in racial
makeup. This isn't necessarily a bad thing but it points to the lack of connection
between the black protest leadership and the black working class. There is not a
political base for the abolitionists yet. It must be built.

Conclusion
A revolutionary movement in Rockford must emerge through mutual aid and
political education alongside revolt, which is the work that some of the groups

‘ ‘ BAR - Design File 2.indd 266 @ 02/06/2024 23:35:19‘ ‘



