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As long as I’m alive I’ma live illegal, and once I get on I’ma put on all 
my people

Prodigy

The fugitive nature of Blackness, the inherent outlawing of our bodies by 
the state and our positionality as being already outside of the law, gives 
rise to a Black illegalism where extralegal activities to further our survival 
are foregrounded.

Anarkata: A Statement

What a crime it is to be Black. To have the police be called on you for sitting in 
a restaurant, for grilling at a cookout, selling water, going to the pool, taking a 
nap, standing on the corner; to be Black and to have the presence of one’s very 
own body break the law and to know at any given moment a police officer can 
slam you to the ground and cuff you for resisting arrest, which is to say, arrest you 
for absolutely no reason at all. Blackness carries this implication that a law is or 
has been broken and is about to be broken in the future. It is the color and sign 
of criminal activity under white supremacist capitalism used to justify the mass 
incarceration and extra-judicial murder of Black people by and large. 

But what are the origins of this strenuous relationship between Blackness and the 
law? In what ways is Black criminalization constituted under the state? And if 
Blackness is already criminalized in the eyes of the law, what are the features of 
already existing Black illegal forms and what might the theoretical contours of Black 
illegalism (Blaqillegalism) that is principled and above all revolutionary look like?

Blaqillegalism is of course not to be confused with illegalism, the mostly white 
anarchist movement originating in Europe. Influenced by thinkers such as Max 
Stirner, illegalist base their view on an individualist egoism that embraces illegal 
activity solely for the benefit of the individual person. The individual through illegal 
acts seeks personal restoration, be it the financial gain one gets from stealing from 
the capitalist ruling class, or the catharsis involved in criminal activity. Although 
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