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(FOSP). He took part in the 4th Rio Grande do Sul Workers’ Congress held in 
Porto Alegre. He was to the fore in the organizing of several pro-Sacco and Van-
zetti meetings and rallies organised by the FOSP and its affiliates. In August he 
was jailed in the feared ‘Cambuci Bastille’ where he spent three months, subject to 
all manner of ill-treatment.

According to Pedro Catallo, his cell-mate, Passos left prison with his body covered 
in ulcers and half-naked and was sent to the jungles of Sengés in the still untamed 
interior of São Paulo state, to die. A short while later he managed to write to some 
comrades, asking for money, which he received through an go-between. So ended 
the career of a man who had been one of the most influential and respected of the 
anarchist and revolutionary syndicalist activists of his day. Nothing more was ever 
heard of him, aside from the occasional, unconfirmed rumor. Not for nothing was 
Domingos Passos known to his contemporaries as the ‘Brazilian Bakunin.’ Few 
were as committed as he was to his ideals and suffered so much as a result. He put 
his all into the fight to emancipate men and women. He spent nearly a decade in 
prison and in tropical jungle conditions. Passos became a great beacon for libertar-
ian and social activists in his day and in our own!
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