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to your attention was on November 4, 1970, during the Black Solidarity Day 
rebellion in Auburn Prison. In fact, it was the same militant leaders of the Attica 
Metal Shop strike that were transferred to Auburn Prison who led the Solidarity 
Day rebellion at Auburn.

The third time the unredressed slave labor grievance was presented to you was 
in July 1971 when the Attica Liberation Faction sent Oswald a list of grievances 
including the demand for higher wages. As usual, they were rebuffed.
The fourth time this labor grievance was brought to Oswald’s attention was in July 
1971 when prisoners in Green Haven presented to Warden Zelker and Oswald 
their list of grievances in the form of 13 Prisoners’ Demands, headed ‘by the 
demand for a Prisoners’ Labor Union. The following is a copy of the Prisoners’ 
Demands:

Program of Black Vanguard for Liberation: 
Why We Fight, Our Aims and Objectives

1. Since our heritage of 350 years of Black slave labor was stolen and invested 
in the development of this continent of North America by our oppressors, 
our aim is to recover this stolen heritage by liberating, through revolutionary 
armed struggle and all means necessary, a portion of this developed land from 
our oppressor’s control. We shall establish our Black independent nation 
on this liberated territory which is ours by right of our labor invested in its 
development, our blood shed in its behalf, and by right of birth and history. 

2. Our armed struggle for liberation, like that in Africa, Asia and South America, is a 
just struggle. We seek not to steal someone else’s land and property, but to recover our 
stolen heritage: the product of 350 years of Black slave labor stolen from our ancestors 
and employed by our oppressors to make the U.S. the richest country in the world. 

3. We fight for the liberation of Black people held captive in ghetto-colonies inside 
the United States by the white racist oppressor. By liberation we mean complete 
freedom from the physical, political, social and economic control of the white racist 
U.S. government, and the establishment of our own independent Black nation. 

4. Since our struggle for liberation in America is a part of the world 
revolutionary struggle for liberation againstthe common U.S. enemy 
and its allies, we will use the same means employed by all oppressed 
peoples to liberate ourselves: guerrilla warfare, first and foremost.	 

5. As a first step towards nationhood, we must obtain revolutionary 
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