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some of these workers struggles will help us move forward in our struggle against 
imperialism. There, we’ll find proven, workable alternatives to the flawed DC 
forms of organizing: ones that mirror Stan Goff ’s analysis of the strengths of the 
early Bolsheviks’ use of that form.

Back to the Future
First off, let me state that I’m not an anarchist. Yet, a lot of what you’ll read here 
is gonna look a whole lot like anarchism! To that I will only quote an unknown 
ancient, who after racking his brain to formulate answers to vexing problems, only 
later to discover that those who had come along before him had already expounded 
on what he thought were his intellectual inventions, is supposed to have blurted, 
“confound those ancients, they’ve stolen all of our best ideas.”

Therefore, to the anarchist reader, what follows cannot properly be termed 
anarchism, simply because the practitioners themselves never knew that word, nor 
were they in contact with people of that view, as anarchism is a European ideology 
and these parties – for the most part – were Africans and Amerindians with very 
limited input by a small number of outcast Europeans. Further, all of the struggles 
here written about had pretty much taken off and gained success prior to that 
concept’s spread – under its classical anarchist thinkers and practitioners.

Still, the affinity between anarchism and the following is not rejected; on the 
contrary, it’s welcomed as a sister set of ideas, beliefs and concepts – as long as 
the anarchists understand that they stand on equal footing, in a spirit of inter-
communal self determination.

Historical overview
The following is a short outline of various workers struggles against early European 
imperialism, as practiced in Suriname, Jamaica, a number of southern areas of 
what is today the U.S., and finally Haiti. I’ll outline how workers who had been 
enslaved fought longer than Marx’s, “fifteen, twenty, fifty years of civil wars and 
peoples struggles…” in order to ultimately be able to exercise their own forms of 
self-determination and ‘political rule.’ And although all of them were as stratified 
as we are today, they were still able to democratically derive methods and policies 
that were collectively pursued by decentralized formations of their own making. 
And once winning their freedom from the various imperialist powers, unlike the 
later states ruled by Marxist vanguard formations, they never again relinquished 
their worker’s-based autonomy, until this day, with one exception (Haiti) which 
deserves special attention.
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