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A View on the Capitol Hill Autonomous Zone 
D & The Final Straw Radio

(2023)

In the past few weeks since the uprising in response to police killings of Black and Brown 
folks around Turtle Island, amazing chances have presented themselves and folks have 
seized opportunities. One great and unfolding circumstance is known as the CHAZ 
or CHOP, an autonomous zone and occupational protest surrounding a police precinct 
in Seattle’s Capitol Hill neighborhood. The area was opened to community redesign 
after nights of intense battles with the police leading to the department evacuating the 
East Precinct to crowds of people chanting “Every Day”, meaning they would continue 
surrounding the police building. In many ways, the ability of the community, including 
anarchists and other radicals, to be able to respond to the situation was possible because of 
the mutual aid work that had been being developed during the covid-19 pandemic and 
years of building relationships.

In this podcast special, you’ll hear a fresh conversation with D. D is a Black Anarchist 
who grew up in and around Capitol Hill district in Seattle. He talks for this chat about 
that neighborhood and adjacent Central District’s rebelliousness and conflictual history 
with the Eastern Precinct that the Seattle Police abandoned, about his knowledge of the 
protests of past weeks and the retreat of cops from their pen. D talks about the foundation 
of what has been called the Capitol Hill Autonomous Zone, aka CHAZ, aka Capitol 
Hill Occupation Protest (or CHOP), or as D calls it the Chopped City CHAZ. You’ll also 
hear a tiny bit about the history of occupations during protests in the city, engagement 
with the zone and indigenous communities in the area, the idea of monolithic Black 
Leadership, self-defense against the far right, the reproduce-ability of the auonomous 
zone model and other topics. We’re going to try to bring you more stories from this place 
soon and are super thankful to D for sharing his perspectives.

note: I was informed by my cohost William that in fact the retaining wall in front of the 
fourth precinct in Minneapolis that I was referring to was actually constructed by the 
Minneapolis PD, hence why it looks janky as shit.

TFSR: Would you be able to identify yourself, maybe what political tendency you 
identify with, your relationship with Seattle’s Capitol Hill neighborhood, maybe 
whatever name and pronouns you prefer?
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