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Patriarchy is the single most life-threatening social disease assaulting the male 
body and spirit in our nation. Yet most men do not use the word “patriarchy” 
in everyday life. Most men never think about patriarchy—what it means, how 
it is created and sustained. Many men in our nation would not be able to 
spell the word or pronounce it correctly. The word “patriarchy” just is not a 
part of their normal everyday thought or speech. Men who have heard and 
know the word usually associate it with women’s liberation, with feminism, 
and therefore dismiss it as irrelevant to their own experiences. I have been 
standing at podiums talking about patriarchy for more than thirty years. It is a 
word I use daily, and men who hear me use it often ask me what I mean by it.

Nothing discounts the old antifeminist projection of men as all-powerful more 
than their basic ignorance of a major facet of the political system that shapes 
and informs male identity and sense of self from birth until death. I often use 
the phrase “imperialist white-supremacist capitalist patriarchy” to describe the 
interlocking political systems that are the foundation of our nation’s politics. 
Of these systems the one that we all learn the most about growing up is the 
system of patriarchy, even if we never know the word, because patriarchal 
gender roles are assigned to us as children and we are given continual guidance 
about the ways we can best fulfill these roles.

At church they had learned that God created man to rule the world and 
everything in it and that it was the work of women to help men perform these 
tasks, to obey, and to always assume a subordinate role in relation to a powerful 
man. They were taught that God was male. These teachings were reinforced in 
every institution they encountered— schools, courthouses, clubs, sports arenas, 
as well as churches. Embracing patriarchal thinking, like everyone else around 
them, they taught it to their children because it seemed like a “natural” way to 
organize life.

As their daughter I was taught that it was my role to serve, to be weak, to be 
free from the burden of thinking, to caretake and nurture others. My brother 
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