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movement works, by word of mouth. Later I was given the documents of the
movement. Eventually I was selected as a secretary, because I was politically strong.
Initially I was co-opted onto the committee, later I was elected.

'The LPM fights for the rights of the people, for housing, land, and jobs and against
evictions. It fights so that the people may be able to support their families.

It doesn't support elections to the state, including to town councils. LPM focuses
on the needs of the youth, and the community. We take the demands, and go to
the local councillor, and present the demands. If nothing happens then, we take
our demands to the top. And if nobody listens, then we march on government
offices, and present a memorandum, and we barricade the roads, and stay-away
from work.

LVDW: Can you can you tell me more about the current situation of the LPM?
How is it doing these days?

LM: We are trying our best to rebuild the movement, and most of the support we
have, we are getting from our community — and also from other social movements,
which support us.

® The LPM was, at one stage, claiming to be a country-wide organisation. Today, ®
though, the main branch is in Protea South, Soweto. One of the issues is that there
is not a structure linking different branches, even if they did exist. But as far as I
know, the only other existing branch involves comrades in Durban. But there is
nothing which I heard from that side for some time, about what they are maybe
doing.

We have contacts with them, but there is nothing we have planned together.
Understanding the problems, let us remember our branch of the LPM and other
branches also, have faced repression. In our case has included arrests and assaults,
and also attacks from vigilantes from nearby better-oft areas in Soweto.

But there are also internal challenges. Recently there was a change in the leadership
of the LPM branch in Protea South: I am the secretary of the new leadership. This
change was linked to a fight against people who were using the movement for
their own benefit, including trying to push it to join political parties, and provide
votes. This is part of a bigger problem of nepotism, favouritism and opportunism
that we see in some movements, and that we fight.

'The earlier leadership tended to be top-down, not always even elected. We have
changed that. What we are doing now is involving each and every person in our
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