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But using the state and a political party led straight to the opposite: a new elite 
captured decolonisation, for its own benefits.

Working class and poor Ghanaians continued to suffer while the new local elite 
and its foreign partners (initially Britain and the USA, later the Marxist USSR 
and its colonies) became wealthier. Mass support was built through a personality 
cult, with Nkrumah treated as Superman.

In 1966, the military led a coup against Nkrumah. He was out of the country. 
There is no doubt that the American CIA helped the military plot.

But this does not explain why people danced in the street with happiness when 
Nkrumah was overthrown.

They included Sekondi-Takoradi workers, who had been staunch CPP supporters 
in the 1950s. The masses had no more illusions and did nothing to stop the coup. 
Nkrumah left office in disgrace.

Everything had become managed by the party and the state, not the people. 
And that was where the problems started. Imperialism and the CIA played a 
role in undermining independent Ghana, but the local elite, which hijacked the 
decolonisation struggle, is just as guilty of destroying it.

And Nkrumah’s nationalist vision, even in its Marxist phase, despite its heroic 
intentions, helped pave the way, with its statism, authoritarianism and multi-class 
capitalist project.
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