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178 A BLACK AUTONOMY READER (incomplete)

other and this guy started fucking with us, calling us fags, niggers, and all kinds
of disrespectful, homophobic and racist shit. When he attacked after confronting
him, I pulled a pistol I had on me and shot him. The media tried to turn it into a
racially motivated murder and all kinds of things. I really didn’t know any of this
until I had a chance to view my Pre-sentence Investigation Report (PSI) and this
was after I had already been in prison awhile. I took the case to trial and received a
life sentence and here I am 29 years later, still in prison because of a homophobic
racist. I have no regrets about it.

You've talked before about your political development while in prison — from
communism to anarchy. Could you tell us about how that happened? Were there
experiences, events, relationships, or writings that pushed you in the direction of
anti-authoritarian action?

Yeah, I became a communist in my early years as I've said before, because it spoke
to the oppression of Black, gay, poor people and of course prisoners, and espoused
the idea of creating a world free of these oppressions. I became a part of the
New Afrikan Independence Movement (NAIM) which was very vocal at the time
and it seemed that all the warriors from the Black Liberation Movement was
part of the NAIM. And they were active in the prisons as far as legal (lawsuits,
letter, phone campaigns, education) support and visiting prisoners. And of course,
® they participated in cultural programs as well in the prisons here in Alabama. ®
Also around this time the ABCs had begun to be visible through their support
of “political prisoners/prisoners of war” from the previous decades’ movements
(BLA, BPP, UFF, anti-imperialists, WUO, etc)1 , so I started receiving literature
and newspapers (The Blast, Love & Rage, Bulldozer, Fifth Estate, etc.) and started
to learn about anarchism and it resonated with me. Shit, I was against authority,
against oppression and started to see the contradictions between statehood
(government) and freedom. Anarchism was/is talking about doing away with all
this, and putting into practice now and not waiting on the future. And I've been a
staunch anarchist since.

Does being gay affect your ability to organize and struggle collectively in prison?

No doubt. First, you have to understand the mindset of prison, which isn't much
different than on the outside, just smaller. On the one hand, you have the belief
that being gay equals weakness, then on the other you have guys putting up a front
as being very macho as a form of defense in a world of predators and/or you have
guys that are political that are coming from a religio-culturalnationalist orientation.
These last guys mentioned are the guys most likely you'll be interacting with doing
any organizing. And many of them are gang members and are what is called O.G.s
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