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everyone integrate themselves into the Boni community; or put themselves directly 
under Boni outside of when participating in agreed-upon guerilla campaigns and 
during raids. Thus, the Dutch recorded their knowledge of the frequent coming 
together of the decentralized fighters of Kormantin Kodjo, Chief Puja, Boni and 
Baron during large campaigns, while separating and remaining decentralized and 
autonomous otherwise.

Unlike the ‘treaty Maroons,’ they never became dependent upon the imperialists 
for anything, instead relying on their raiding capabilities to capture guns, powder, 
cannons, and other useful items. Moreover, they had perfected methods of large-
scale open field agriculture that allowed them to raise harvest and store more food 
than they could consume – along with more farm animals than they could use to 
supplement their diets.

Dutch soldiers recorded discovering Boni and related Maroon fields that took 
them an hour one way and 30 minutes the other way to mark off for destruction, 
along with so many domesticated chickens they had to slaughter the excess 
after feasting on them for days. They and their Maroon foes always noted how 
much better the Maroons were fed, and how much better physical specimens the 
Maroons showed themselves to be. It became a prime motivator of the Dutch-led 
troops to hunt for and locate Maroon food stores and farm animals in order to 
supplement their own poor diets.

During the Dutch’s final major campaign in the second Boni war, an expeditionary 
force of 1600 Dutch regulars and European mercenaries, accompanied by 
thousands more Colonial soldiers and enslaved African workers and ‘free negro 
rangers’ was also unsuccessful, causing the commander to return to Europe with 
less than a dozen of his force he’d led to Suriname; and to die himself within a year.
From then until the ending of slavery, the Dutch relied on treachery, trying to 
manipulate the various treaties and (still) fighting Maroons against each other. 
And although they did succeed in getting a younger, less-experienced generation 
of treaty Maroons to assassinate Boni, Chief Puja and Kormantin Kodjo (who 
were old men, who had turned over their leadership to younger maroons), the other 
fighting Maroons continued to exercise their autonomy until slavery was abolished. 
And today the Boni Maroons still live autonomously in Suriname proper, where 
there’s more than 70 thousand direct descendants of the ‘bush negroes.’

The Dutch imperialists tried their best to slay the Hydra! They failed. Was it because 
the Maroons decentralized formations prevented the Dutch from concentrating 
their superior resources against any one centralized leadership – any bright star? 
I think so.

BAR - Design File 2.indd   125BAR - Design File 2.indd   125 02/06/2024   23:35:0402/06/2024   23:35:04


