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weird to go all the way across the country to get a name for what was happening 
to my town. Now it’s a really interesting demographic because there’s definitely 
a lot of tech money and a lot of single, or young couples. They’re very liberal and 
progressive and from those ranks you get a lot of ‘allies,’ a lot of people who want 
to be down, but you also get those who aren’t at all. The contest-ability of the 
neighborhood is lost, or i thought I was lost up until recently.

But it was always known for protests. Occupy was camped out there, a lot of the 
more confrontational protests post-Ferguson were up there and the East Precinct 
in particular was the police precinct which oversaw the Central District, which is 
the historically Black neighborhood so there’s a very deep-seated relationship, bad 
relationship, with the Black community in Seattle and that particular precinct. 
Like gang unit used to operate out of there, one of the more powerful Black 
churches is like three blocks away from there. So it’s very dynamic but it’s a very 
controlled neighborhood.

TFSR: Can you talk a little bit more about your understanding of who the cops 
are and where they come from? Like are they folks out of Tacoma, are they out of 
like Bellevue or other suburbs, or are they people – if you want to call them people 
– who lived and grew up in Seattle?

D: I don’t think any of them grew up in Seattle. I’m probably wrong, there might 
be a few. A lot of them are from surrounding areas. The cops that I know of what 
area they live in, most of them are from like Sammamish, which is east of Bellevue, 
and Bellevue is east of Seattle across the lake, so like up almost into the mountains 
and passes there are little towns up there and bougie enclaves up there. I wouldn’t 
be surprised that some of them live as far south as Tacoma or as far north as 
Everett or even further north, in some of the areas you could get some land, rural 
areas or whatever. I doubt very few come from Seattle, if any at all. I feel like some 
of the higher-ups maybe will have their kids in some of the more bougie private 
high school around, but that’s about it.

TFSR: That’s a pretty common trajectory in a lot of cities police departments. 
Particularly if there’s concentrations of people of color or communities of color 
and then you’ve got a mostly white police force that comes in from the suburbs 
and has absolutely no connection to their lives that their work has.

D: Yeah, Seattle’s interesting. I don’t know about other locations regarding this, 
but I think the cops of color are probably the ones who are most rooted in Seattle 
or have the most history and relations to Seattle. Where I doubt any of the white 
officers have any roots in Seattle. And Seattle, they’re like cutting edge on shit like 
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