
A BLACK AUTONOMY READER (incomplete)42

The McKay Report whitewashing the Attica Massacre is a case in point. Its 
statement, in regard to the taking of hostages, that “the holding of human lives 
for ransom is wrong and only leads to more violence and to a backlash that makes 
change more difficult,” evokes sardonic smiles when read by us, the real hostages 
whose human lives are being held for exploitative ransom-as were the human lives 
of our forebears-solely because we are Black. Or does the dictum that holding 
hostages leads to more violence, apply only when Blacks hold white hostages and 
not when Black hostages are held by Whites?

But if your dictum has universal validity, does it not then follow that the rising tide 
of Black rebellion in America by your 25 million Black hostages is the natural legacy 
of the “wrong” which you state “only leads to more violence”? Keep on tripping, pig, 
for reality will trip you up. Despite your self-delusion that you can pervert reality 
with lies, the fact is that “when everything has failed” (as it already has, since we 
cannot get justice from our oppressors) -“when a person is pressed to the wall” 
(as we already are)-“the taking of hostages may be the only way of reaching the 
outside world”-as Bill Kunstler correctly observed. The reality is that we politically 
aware prisoners, whom you cannot deceive into believing the lie that you murderous 
outlaws are the guardians and dispensers of law and justice, shall continue to employ 
all means necessary to free ourselves from your genocidal white racist oppression. 
Hostage-taking is to us as legitimate a means of struggle as was your seizure of 
agents of the Crown during the American Revolutionary War, and the seizure of 
British tea during the Boston Tea Party. We, and not our oppressors, are the sole 
deciders of what means to employ in our liberation struggle.

The Attica Rebellion not only was the direct consequence of your systematic denial 
of our basic human rights, but of your adamant refusal to accord us the civilized 
treatment ordered by Federal Courts in Sostre v. McGinnis, Sostre v. Rockefeller, 
Sostre v. Otis, and in many other decisions.’

Despite this fact being common knowledge to thousands of lawyers, judges, 
legislators, administrators and ordinary “people” familiar with the sweeping prison 
reforms ordered by Federal Courts in the Sostre v. Rockefeller and Sostre v. Otis 
decisions, and the millions of words written on the causes of Attica, why hasn’t 
this fact-the obdurate refusal of outlaw State officials to obey Federal Court 
orders-been exposed? It is due to the white racist conspiracy of silence inherent in 
oppressive-racist America when the victims of white atrocities are Black. When 
the 28 Attica Reform Demands presented to and accepted by Commissioner 
Russell Oswald on September 12, 1971, are viewed against the background of 
Sostre v. Rockefeller, Sostre v. Otis and other directives, it becomes clear that your 
refusal to comply with the directives of the Courts and implement the reforms 
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