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forum in the neighborhood and if so can you talk a little bit about the process and 
the makeup of it?

D: There was an attempt, they tried to do a general assembly to help facilitate 
some kind of way to make decisions and breakout groups so smaller groups could 
figure out what they wanted to do. It seemed like it was going somewhere after 
a couple of days, but again just the flux of people all the time made that model 
really hard to implement and people who were on the ground were making 
autonomous decisions, the people who were really invested in the space. In terms 
of the demands it seems like three demands came out of the city of Seattle as a 
whole, or the communities of Seattle as whole which were: defund the police, fund 
the communities, and then basically amnesty for all protesters or rioters, so, free 
‘em all and drop all charges. It seems like ‘Defund the Police’ is a national call, so 
it seems that that was really popular, and the idea of funding community police 
was also really popular. I think a lot of people were down the third demand of 
amnesty for all but maybe when they talked wouldn’t push that line or that would 
be the one that kind of got left out sometimes. There was one speak out early on 
in particular where someone was really attentively listening and compiled a list 
of I think 19 demands out of the while speak out that’s like pretty exhaustive, 
everything form like free college to like closing the juvenile detention center, 
no kids in jail anymore, increased diversion plans, defunding the police, I think 
releasing nonviolent offenders, decriminalizing sex work and all drugs, it’s like 
pretty exhaustive. That’s really the only demands I’ve seen that come out of the 
zone.

Right now we’re in an interesting spot because there are certain people who are 
working with the city and small businesses and they’re working with I think like 
the Department of Transportation, the Fire Chief and like some of these small 
businesses nearby and one person from one of these mutual aid tents. They’ve 
opened up the zone basically, that’s currently underway right now. It seems like 
they’re trying to make it like a pedestrian zone area. They are allowing the garden 
to still exist, I think the tent city still exists as of now. But these leaders have been 
picked out of people who have been on the ground. I think they’re often picked 
out in the morning when there are very little people around but I’m not 100% sure 
about that. 

To me it’s interesting because the city didn’t roll in the mayor or the city council 
or the police, it was like the fire department and the transportation or department 
of utilities or something, the aspects of the city that people don’t have a hostility to 
naturally, they were the ones that came in and made these negotiations to open it 
up for emergency vehicles, which is I think for the most part and for the average 

BAR - Design File 2.indd   286BAR - Design File 2.indd   286 02/06/2024   23:35:2102/06/2024   23:35:21


