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apocalypse. Participating in the community is all about having hard conversations 
and having questions that you sometimes don’t know the answer to. Abolitionists 
have missed this mark when it comes to survivors. What will we do with my abuser 
is a legitimate question, and although building networks of care is important we 
have to recognize that sometimes the community hides the abuser. We attach a 
label to these uncomfortable and painful experiences and that is often mistaken as 
an appropriate response for the actual material impacts these harms have on us.The 
failure to address the forms of violence that affect the intricacies of our lives is the 
very foundation upon which such crises are built.. It might be easy to say let love and 
community guide us and I believe this to a certain extent. But the word community 
is not a magical word that makes everything okay. Oftentimes we find harm in 
communities, even ones that say they will protect us. I often think of the folks in 
Black Hammer who either were coerced or led to believe in a community that would 
protect them and found nothing but harm and trauma. This same dynamic/process 
has happened in PSL, DSA, and many other big left orgs where patriarchy, racism, 
and white supremacy still rule. We must acknowledge this hurt and pain as what it 
is. Apocalyptic anarchism calls for imagination as there are traumas and hurts we do 
not yet have words for. Love and community are nice and this by no means is a call 
to forsake community and networks of care. What I am calling for is not a utopian 
concept but a look into what we really want right here and now.  We have to build 
communities where we are truly safe and this is a call to soberly look at reality and 
what we are facing.  

Apocalyptic Anarchism is in the spirit of Korryn Gaines which is to say Shooting 
Back.  Korryn Gaines was a mother in 2016 who was pulled over for an earlier 
traffic violation the officers tried to get her to go back to the station with them in 
but she refused to be kidnapped as she also had her son with her at the time. Upon 
seeing her gun after she told the officers of her refusal to go with them she was 
shot and killed, her 5-year-old was also shot although he survived which is saying 
nothing as he had to witness the murder of his own mother at the hands of the State. 
Apocalyptic Anarchism realizes the situation at hand and recognizes it for what it is: 
a crisis.  In Ferguson, amidst the tear gas and flames, someone Tagged a Quote from 
“ The Hunger Games”. The quote was “If we burn you burn with us” and while this 
might seem trivial to some I understand the sentiment. Growing up I was taught 
that if I got into a fight and I lost I better make sure that at least I took something 
of theirs. Meaning to say in a world with no justice sometimes the best option is 
revenge. Ferguson has shaped me and my politics meaning when in the face of those 
Oppressing me no matter what I am going to get mine even if I “burn”. We must 
strike at the heart of America as many times as we can because rest assured it wants 
to kill us and we must defend ourselves BY ANY MEANS NECESSARY and if 
we can’t have justice I say let’s have revenge.
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