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begin to rise higher as highschool students begin to join the protests and videos
of wealthy Haitians begin to circulate shooting weapons as a threat against the
upcoming protest and in the days leading up banks and businesses begin to take
steps to prepare.

'The day before there were burning barricades erected and in the night there were
ceremonies to invoke the ancestors. As the day began a government event is
disrupted and police have to fire into the air to disperse the crowd. All over the
country there are protests and clashes. In the end multiple buildings and vehicles
were destroyed, 11 cops were injured, many police vehicles torched, and at least
2 people were killed. Days later video spreads of police beating people who were
suspected of taking part in the protest and the bodies of 3 protestors who were
arrested are found on the outskirts of Port-au-Prince.

Nightly protests begin to take to the street and at the end of the month a funeral
for those killed by police at the Dessalines Day demo is held. Police attack and
open fire on the funeral which kicks off intense rioting in the capital city. Rebels
put up flaming barricades all over the city and clash with the police.

In November more protests erupt calling for the removal of the president, and at
this point police responding with live ammo is the norm as the state militarizes
® more to intimidate rebels. On the 13th a massacre takes place in the La Saline ®
slum, a Lavalas stronghold, and while the state is saying that it was a gang turf war
the account of survivors tells a different story,

What was reported by residents — with shared photos on social media — the
assassins appeared in BOID (Brigade d'opération et d’intervention départementale)
uniforms and new vehicles. In addition, some of the known members of the Base
Nan Chabon gang led by Serge Alectis — widely known as Ti Junior — were
In the same mercenary soup wearing the uniforms. What is now becoming even
more shared amongst Haitians is that the new amorphous mercenary group is
fronted by former MINUSTAH (UN) officer Mohammad Nusari from Yemen. It
is this “Security Consultant” that also brings with him the perceived involvement

of the US Embassy, the CIA and the UN.

A 3 day general strike is called shutting down most of Haiti as barricades go
up. People hit the streets en-mass after the strike and police respond with
teargas and gunfire. Protests continue, in one town police kill Beaumont resident
Camecio Simon and people respond by burning down the police station. The 28th
anniversary of the election of Haiti’s first freely elected president, Jean-Bertrand
Aristide, is marked by protests.

213

‘ ‘ BAR - Design File 2.indd 213 @ 02/06/2024 23:35:13‘ ‘



