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In fact, over a generation later their descendents would again engage the British in
the Trelawny War in the middle of the 1790s, during which a mere 267 Maroon
guerillas fought thousands of British soldiers, local militia and enslaved Africans
to a complete stand still. They, however, were also tricked and placed on boats to
be deported to Canada — and later to Africa after accepting a truce.

Even so, from then until our time, the descendents of those remaining Maroon
communities in Jamaica still continue to occupy the lands they fought on, and they’ve
never recognized any overlords; neither the later British or black governments!

The United States

It’s ironic that those of us who live in the U.S. continue to neglect to thoroughly
study and critique the wealth of documented history about the anti-imperialist
and anti-expansionist struggles that have occurred here since the Europeans
first started colonizing this area, other than the well-known Native American
suppression and genocide.

Like the volumes of works written about the Civil Rights, Black Liberation struggle
of the 1960s and 1970s, the early Labor Movement, Womyn’s Suftrage Movement,
Abolitionist Movement and Reconstruction period, there’s a mountain of other
revolutionary material we can learn from. And not surprisingly, that information
® concerns the struggles of enslaved workers on these shores prior to the abolition of ®
chattel slavery. In fact, it mirrors the already mentioned struggles in Suriname and
Jamaica, with the important distinction that it encompasses multi-racial aspects —
more so than either of the former cases. Namely, in the U.S. — until the abolition of
slavery — Africans, Amerindians and Europeans (in some areas) allied themselves
to fight against the imperialist and expansionist powers. That phenomenon was
also evident in the Caribbean and South America, but due to the large percentages
of enslaved Africans, compared to enslaved Amerindians and Europeans, most of
those struggles were primarily between the enslaved Africans and the European
imperialists.

Thus today in the U.S., such emotionally charged epithets as hillbilly and poor
white trash are totally divorced from their historical roots. The first people to be
labeled as such were the descendents of the indentured European workers, who
had escaped that status and allied themselves with both the Amerindian and
Africans who had also escaped from slavery or servitude, all of whom combined
into Maroon communities in areas that are now a part of the United States.

Initially, the derogatory ‘poor white trash’ label was reserved for the rebellious,
unexploitable and non-conformist early Europeans who the colonial and imperial
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