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nation-state-ism will defeat our ability to obtain full freedom and has a limited 
program for social revolution. We are not immune from the laws of social nature. 
We believe the class politics which will show itself within any Black state, whether 
an Islamic, secular “new African” or otherwise will result in an extreme class 
differential and economic injustice. We believe that a bourgeois class and political 
dictatorship is inevitable, and that revolution will ensue even under such a Black 
state, which calls itself “African Socialist”.

We also believe that historically, Black nationalism has asserted itself most 
forcefully as a defensive doctrine to white racism, not as an anti-racist movement, 
but as a counter-power movement, that is, to organize an interest group which 
can battle for political power inside this system. This is what happened to the 
seemingly revolutionary “Black Power” current produced by the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee during the 1960’s; it was usurped by the 
Black petit bourgeoisie.

In addition, those who argue for a state never tell how it will be obtained, and 
many of those arguments made are vague and fanciful. Who really believes 
that America will just grant an Islamic state or give up five southern states to 
Africans just because a small faction calling itself a “government -in-exile” or even 
the the majority of us want it. Why, it would require years of a bloody struggle, 
and a major organising campaign. In addition, the only group which even talked 
about conducting a plebiscite  to find out what form African people believe our 
independence should take was the Panthers. Even though we have good relations 
with many of these organizations, we have a hard time taking these people on 
this issue seriously and have always considered this wishful thinking or a flight of 
fancy. But then it is not up to us, but to the Black masses themselves.

So far, we have made little more than the arguments that many socialists and 
Anarchists have made for years against certain kinds of nationalism. However, 
it would be extremely unfair to not point out that groups like the Black Panther 
Party, League of Revolutionary Workers, (and even the SNCC in the late 1960”s), 
though calling themselves “revolutionary black nationalists”, in fact did not call 
for or actually struggle to obtain a nation state in Africa or on the existing land-
territory of the United States. It appears that they had adopted some variant 
of socialist doctrine, and had as their primary motivation the toppling of the 
existing capitalist state/empire. Their position radically differed from the Cultural 
(Afrocentric), Religious, and other variant of nationalist tendencies.

The BPP especially was an advanced political formation which did much 
pioneering theoretical and organizing work on race and class issues, and although 

BAR - Design File 2.indd   76BAR - Design File 2.indd   76 02/06/2024   23:34:5902/06/2024   23:34:59


