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MK: Well, I have a serious break with Bookchin at the point when you start 
venerating the Age of Reason, venerating the American democracy. I really don’t 
think American democracy ever existed. I think that in the American state, there 
is a particular bastardization of democracy, of direct democracy, for sure. Now, 
there’s gonna be a debate about that. Because there are people who believe that 
the American and the European experiments with the rise of the nation-states in 
the Age of Reasoning and, of course, what they call modern science… I believe 
that science has existed, as long as human beings have tried to live collectively on 
the planet. So I’m a little different there, and I’m gonna write more about that 
later. But I believe that American democracy is no contribution to human social 
history. And we can see it’s not any kind of contribution to ecology at all. Look at 
America today, look at what’s happening in the North American continent, this 
is probably the most unnatural of the continents, because, by the way, you have to 
put this element in it, this idea of individual ownership of property, the unbridled 
right to own people, including other people, as it began. And this private property 
is against human collectivity. Human beings have existed socially and as a species 
for documented over 200,000 years. And if the greed and avariciousness and 
competitiveness that we know now, that defines individual relationships with one 
another, the kind of exploitation and the kind of brutality that human beings exact 
upon each other and nations, exact upon one another.

And as you know, nation-states in their legal systems have a right to kill people. 
They call it capital punishment, and war. They venerate people who kill people, 
those who kill the most other people are the people who are the heroes. So I 
mean, capitalism and individual private property really must be looked at seriously, 
because that’s just where human beings, and that’s where the detour began to take 
place. Now, there was some hierarchy before, old against young, against women 
and men, but it never reached the point that it exists now. The point it exists now 
is almost unimaginable. Can you imagine, some nations can wipe out every living 
thing on the planet with their weapons? And they got all kinds of technologies 
circling the planet, most of its purpose, of course, they tell you, the purpose is 
to facilitate communication, but most of its purpose is to seek some advantage 
over one another. So that they can develop this diplomatic concept that they call 
Mutual Assured Destruction. What an inhuman concept! I’m laughing because 
I’m hurt so bad by it.

Bookchin and C.L.R. took me up to a point. But they were people of their time, 
just like I am a person of this time. So hopefully, we can write this stuff down so 
other people can take a look at it and critique it and see where they don’t take it.
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