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Consequently, we witness the decentralized hydra elements launching the 
revolution, being displaced by Toussaint’s army – the dragon – only to resume their 
leadership roles during a crisis that saw the dragon capitulate to the French, thus 
showing itself as the most indispensible weapon the revolutionaries developed.

Later, as is well-known, Toussaint was kidnapped and taken to France where he 
later died in prison, opening the way for his chief lieutenant Jean Jacques Dessalines 
to (again) switch back to the rebels’ side, rally the revolutionary army to also switch 
back to the masses’ side, and along with the hydra forces go on to totally annihilate 
the remaining French forces on the island and declare independence and appoint 
himself the new country’s emperor.

An excellent soldier, Dessalines showed himself to be a cruel tyrant over the 
Haitian people. Thus, he was assassinated by them within a few years of assuming 
power.

He was replaced by another general from the dragon forces: Henry Christophe, 
who was appointed president in 1807, but by 1811 had declared himself king. He 
too would be killed by his own people in 1829.

Thus, we can clearly see how Haiti’s dragon forces played a very ambivalent role 
in the rebel fight for independence: They started out as tenacious and brilliant 
fighters against all of the European imperial and colonial elements, and the 
traitors amongst the Mulatto’s, who were all but bent on keeping the enslaved 
Africans underfoot. During the course of the revolutionary struggle, they all 
opportunistically switched to the French imperialist’s side, and went on to attempt 
to drown the still revolutionary masses and their decentralized group in blood; 
hoping that way the French would allow them to serve as a new elite class of 
African policemen against a re-enslaved African worker’s class.

Failing to suppress the rebels, the dragon forces rejoined the hydra elements and 
lent their weigh to totally defeating the French, only to once again turn against the 
revolutionary masses by establishing themselves as a dictatorial and exploitative 
African elite.

For its part, the decentralized hydra forces never veered from their objectives 
of winning as much freedom from servitude and oppression as possible. From 
the pre-revolutionary times of Mackandal, up through the 1791–1804 Haitian 
revolutionary war, and even down to our time, they’ve continued to struggle 
towards those ends. And it’s highly instructive to know that in addition to fighting 
the French during their revolution, they were also under attack by Toussaint’s 
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