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Have any of you actually sat down and seriously thought about why there are so 
few of us in your organizations; and at the same time why non-white socialist/
communist formations, particularly in the Black community, are so small and 
isolated? I have a few ideas...

I. A fundamentally incorrect analysis of the role of the white left in the last 
thirty years of civil rights to Black liberation struggle…
By most accounts, groups such as the Black Panther Party, the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee, the League of Revolutionary Black Workers, American 
Indian Movement, and the Puerto Rican Independence Movement “set the 
standard” for not only communities of color but also for revolutionary elements in 
the white community.

All of the above groups were ruthlessly crushed; their members imprisoned or 
killed. Very few white left groups at the time fought back against the onslaught 
of COINTELPRO by supporting these groups, with the exception of the smaller, 
armed underground cells. In fact, many groups such as the Progressive Labor Party 
and the Revolutionary Union (now known as the Revolutionary Communist 
Party, USA) saw the repression of groups they admired, and at the same time 
despised, as an opportunity to assert their own version of “vanguard leadership” on 
our population.

What they failed to recognize (and what many of you generally still fail to 
recognize) is that “vanguard leadership” is developed, it doesn’t just “magically” 
happen through preachy, dogmatic assertions, nor does it fall from the sky. Instead 
of working with the smaller autonomous formations, to help facilitate the growth 
of Black (and white) self-organization (the “vanguard” leadership of the Black 
masses themselves and all others, nurtured through grassroots social/political 
alliances rooted in principle), they instead sought to either take them over or divide 
their memberships against each other until the group or groups were liquidated. 
These parasitic and paternalistic practices continue to this day.

The only reason any kind of principled unity existed prior to large-scale repression 
is because Black-led formations had no illusions about white radicals or their 
politics; and had no problems with kicking the living shit out of them if they 
started acting stupid. Notice also that the majority of white radicals who were 
down with real struggle and real organizations, and were actually trusted and 
respected by our people, are either still active... or still in prison!

II. The white left’s concept of “the vanguard party”...
Such arrogance on the part of the white left is part and parcel to your vanguardist 
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