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On Tactics
Tactically, it is very clear from this action that it is possible to have sustained 
militancy in this area. People just need to be better organized and prepared. Most 
of the radicals who turned up on May 30th did not anticipate actual revolt. Thus, 
radicals lagged behind many of the black and brown youth who pulled up with 
plans of action. The marches subsequent to May 30th have not been full-on revolt. 
There was only a day or two of true rebellion here in Rockford.

Despite this, there are some tactics that revolutionaries pushed that have had 
an affect on the character of demonstrations in the following two months. The 
normalization of full masks and black bloc has been very essential. This has become 
normalized at demonstrations making it very hard for the city or liberals to decry 
individuals as “agitators” or “anarchists.” However, black bloc should not be the 
only tactic people utilize when it comes to concealing one’s identity. People should 
experiment with other types of disguises in situations where black bloc may draw 
more attention from the police than needed. Black bloc has a tendency, especially 
within white anarchist circles to be festishized. There must be an emphasis on black 
bloc as a tactic rather than an identity or signifier of radical politics. The punk bloc 
or partial bloc has been an issue in Rockford. People do not seem to understand 
that the goal of bloc is too completely mask any identifying characteristics.

There needs to be better development of street tactics and deepening of the existing 
ones. For instance, banners were used to conceal people’s actions from cameras at 
the first demo. This particular tactic could be used more especially for folks who 
need to do a clothing change out of black bloc. The use of bike crews to block 
traffic, accompany the marches, and scouting. The bikes were even used to block 
fascists who tried to ram the marches. The street medic collective which formed 
is deeply important. Hopefully, these autonomous crews will continue to function 
even after the uprising. There is a good amount of support based infrastructure at 
these protests.

However, for things to grow there must be more autonomous collectives especially 
to build capacity for action, de-arrest people, and to defend ourselves against police 
attacks. The aversion to addressing these concerns is a big problem in regards to 
keeping the momentum going. Anarchists have failed for the most part to even 
take low level actions such as doing street art or pulling temporary barricades 
into the street. The black and brown youth at the action on May 30th were far 
more militant than the revolutionaries on the street. This is partially due to a lot 
of peace policing rhetoric as well as inexperience with street tactics locally. The 
most escalation we do see is typically with militants yelling at police. If things on 
the streets are going to grow past simply protest, energy must be redirected. The 
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