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with helping her escape from a maximum security men’s prison. A month 
and a half before I was born Winnie Mandela gave a historical speech 
endorsing the political nature and necessity of mass guerilla resistance to 
the apartheid state in South Africa. “We will dismantle the apartheid state 
even if we only have rocks and boxes of matches”. A month after I was born, 
the apartheid state declared a state of emergency. In 1985, cocaine-related 
hospital emergencies in the US rose by 12 percent, from 23,500 to 26,300. 
In 1986 that figure then increased 210 percent, from 26,300 to 55,200, as 
the crack solution to the “panther problem” unfolded in communities that 
were the direct site of insurrection, like Watts and Oakland specifically, and 
all black neighborhoods in general. Sadly, my namesake, Kuwasi Balagoon 
died in December of 86 in a torture camp. His cause of death: the state… 
biological warfare. In Richmond, CA unguarded trains full of US military 
firearms and explosives were routinely left in the back of the North side 
neighborhood. I dodged my first bullet likely from one of those guns in 89 
when I was three but that would not be the last. That was constitutional 
violence. When the state decides they want to assassinate or grand jury 
summon me for what comes next that will be contingent violence.

Hannibal Balagoon Shakur

If we are to survive this wave of repression, if Anarchy is to become a vehicle of the 
people, we must direct our energy to the new infrastructure. Programs that meet 
essential needs of the people must meet them with the explanation of why they 
are necessary. Programs that perpetually treat the symptoms of capitalism without 
feeding the mental struggle of the people must be replaced by comrades who pull 
no punches. We must show our friends and our neighbors that nothing can do 
more for them than they can do for themselves through Anarchism. We must show 
that “non-profits”, and NGO’s whose politics consist of liberal obscurities and 
multicultural tokenism, will not put more food on their table, put more homeless 
families in clean homes, will not put more police terrorists to an end than Anarchism.

It is beside the point whether Black, Puerto Rican, Native American 
and Chicano-Mexicano people endorse nationalism as a vehicle for self-
determination or agree with anarchism as being the only road to self-
determination. As revolutionaries we must support the will of the masses. 
It is not only racism but compliance with the enemy to stand outside of the 
social arena and permit America to continue to practice genocide against the 
third world captive colonies because although they resist, they don’t agree 
with us. If we truly know that Anarchy is the best way of life for all people, 
we must promote it, defend it and know that the people who are as smart 
as we are will accept it. To expect people to accept this, while they are being 
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