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436 A BLACK AUTONOMY READER (incomplete)

bear witness that the cop watch is real, is revolutionary, and is effective.
Where do you think the Copwatch movement as a whole needs to be going
tactically and politically?

Tactically, the Police Complaint Center is the current model that activists need to
study, dissect and improve upon. Diop Kamal and his team have been instrumental
in successful lawsuits and convictions against abusive police officers and their
leadership. Study the methods used by the great reactionary law enforcement
groups of the world, FBI, CIA, Mossad, MI5, etc; and use their investigative and
spy tools against them. Just don’t kill anybody, like they do. It might be a good
idea if some folks actually went to school to learn how film making, criminology,
police science and other skills, at a professional level, to make Copwatch that
much better.

Something else that we found in our time doing it was that Copwatch was also an
effective deterrent to crime; no one wants to look stupid on camera, and no one
wants to get caught on tape.

One thing that progressives don’t usually get involved in is the neighborhood
watch programs. At the very least by being involved progressive forces will know
intimately well who the reactionaries are in the community, what they are up to,
® and be better able to deal with them before they get anymore out of hand than ®
they already are.

In addition, the police are very open about the fact that they cannot operate
effectively in a neighborhood without the help of civilian auxiliary organizations.
I wonder how would they would operate if the neighborhood watch or the local
police reserve unit in a particular area was dominated by radicals and the local
copwatch was on a first-name basis with just about everybody who lived in the
‘hood and all the activists on both sides of the color line and the language barrier?

Same question, regarding the Anarchist People of Color movement?

Oh boy, here we go; you had to ask the ‘million-dollar’ question...

Well, first of all, I believe that the term Autonomous People of Color movement
is a more accurate description of what’s really going on today. I can’t speak for

everybody, but I'm sure there are others who feel me on this.

Let’s face it, we are separate from, yet at the same time allied with, the main
anarchist movement, the left, and the various struggle-based tendencies (anti-
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