BT ] - (T

204 A BLACK AUTONOMY READER (incomplete)

But to get there you need to build working class revolutionary counter power to
the point where it can take over society, replace the state and capital. This means
building a mass base.

So in the process of developing counter power, you need to attract people to your
organisations. That means being able to win reforms in the day-to-day, using
day-to-day struggles, based on direct action, not elections and lobbying, so as to
improve people’s lives: to battle for higher wages, better housing conditions, and
access to better conditions from capital and the state.

Being anti-statist does not necessarily mean that you do not use the battle
for reforms within the revolutionary struggle. The idea is that the reforms are
not the be-all and end-all of the struggle, and that the counter power remains
autonomous, outside and against the state, and that fights for reforms are won
through direct action by autonomous movements, and linked to the struggle to
build revolutionary counter-power and counter-culture.

Reform struggles help to develop revolutionary capabilities, and lead to a sense
of encouragement, and the victories and defeats in day-to-day struggles are
educational tools not just for the popular organisations as a whole, but for the
individuals within the organisations.

Victories help develop a sense of confidence in oneself as a militant in the
organisation, as an organiser, and in the organisation itself. Defeats can be
educational if we decide to study them as sites of critical analysis. Revolution is
the goal, the end, and reforms are necessary, not decisive or ultimate, but steps on
the road to revolutionary transformation.

LM: T want to get your general opinion of the state of the left and of anarchism, right now.

WM: Globally the left, for the last thirty years, has been on the back foot, the
advent of neo-liberal globalisation and the restructuring of control in societies
shifting the balance in favour of the ruling class all around the world, accompanied
by attacks on working class formations. The collapse of the Soviet Union, which
was basically the collapse of classical Marxism, has had a massive impact: you see
it in a massive decline of authoritarian socialism.

But we have also seen, despite Francis Fukuyama calling the period “the end of
history,” various struggles, in particular, social movement struggles, struggles of the
unemployed, and the rural population and peasants. All around the world we have
seen upsurges, and these new movements have to a certain extent taken over where
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