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Black Autonomous Movements
- New Dynamics in Black Liberation
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“The main threat to humankind, the flora and fauna and our entire
biosphere, is capitalist imperialism: a totally out of control, predatory,
global system of accumulation and oppression that’s on a collision course
with the limitations of our planet: daily devouring children, women,
people of color, the poor, workers of all stripe, wildlife and the environment

in pursuit of profits.”
Russell Maroon Shoats

The Dragon and the Hydra: A Historical Study of
Organizational Methods

“Two features of the new mass movement must be the intention of creating
dual power institutions to challenge the state, along with the ability to
@ have a grassroots autonomist movement that can take advantage of a pre- @

revolutionary situation to go all the way. Dual power means that you
organize a number of collectives and communes in cities and towns all over
North America, which are, in fact, liberated zones, outside of the control
of the government. Autonomy means that the movement must be truly
independent and a free association of all those united around common
goals, rather than membership as the result of some oath or other pressure.”

Lorenzo Kom'boa Ervin

Anarchism and The Black Revolution

In the city of Philadelphia in response to the unprovoked brutal beating of a
Black man the Askia Coalition Against Police Brutality was created to educate
the community about police brutality and to confront police repression while
prisoners and their families united to form the Human Rights Coalition, an
organization committed to defending the human rights of prisoners. In Miami the
Take Back the land movement, a Black collective, moves homeless families into
empty or abandoned houses the city has neglected and has even named a section of
reclaimed houses “Umoja” (Unity) Village. In Oakland, the once base of the Black
Panther Party, the spirit of community based resistance thrives as community
activists representing numerous grassroots organizations have organized a People’s
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