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Present incarnations of an unfazed and empowered far right increasingly demand 
the presence of a real, radical left. In the coming months and years, the left and 
left-leaning constituencies of the United States will need to make clear distinctions 
between potentially counterproductive symbolic progress, and actual material 
progress. Liberalism and party politics have failed a public attempting to bring 
about real change — but there are solutions.

The Black liberation struggle, in particular, has long provided a blueprint for 
transformative social change within the boundaries of this empire, and it has 
done so due to its positioning as an inherently radical social formation — a 
product of the virulent and foundational nature of anti-Blackness in American 
society. Understanding the significance of this struggle, we can proceed through 
examinations of the past, present and future to build new movements, a strong and 
radical left, and political power that generates and inspires rather than disappoints.

The Failings of American Liberalism
The United States’ self-ascribed democratic traits have long been filtered through 
oppressive forms that the state insists are necessary. Life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness are measured by the success of a capitalist system that only truly 
benefits a few. Meanwhile, everyone else is told to believe that our supposedly 
meritocratic chance at being one of those few beneficiaries is what makes us 
“free.” True, unfiltered freedom and deep democracy are far too revolutionary for 
this state, so radical and revolutionary critiques of systemic limitations are often 
dismissed as overly idealistic or a utopian fantasy. But it is in the midst of the real-
life nightmare that is the Trump administration that we should now — more than 
ever — be dreaming and striving to achieve something better.

For many years now, American liberalism has been a bitter disappointment to 
many of those who somehow maintained faith in the democratic integrity of the 
two-party system. The Democratic Party has seemingly been the only choice for 
those who consider themselves progressives working for a better society, but the 
notion that social inequities will be solved through the electoral process was always 
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