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'The Black autonomists also disagree with many Anarchists and other white
radicals because we know that the battle is not just against “racism”, or fascist
vanguard elements like the Nazis or Klan, rather it is the system which produces
fascism which must be destroyed. The capitalist system literally came into
existence based on the enslavement and forced labor of African, Asian, and other
oppressed peoples; the genocide of the Native Americans, and the brutal theft
of the lands of the Hispanic peoples are other examples of this oppression. But
Europeans of all classes benefited from this super-exploitation, and capital has
created the hierarchical structure of race and class oppression we live under. It
is extremely important to understand that this kind of racial stratification is not
some deliberate ideological nonsense that people of color have created themselves,
so-called “identity movements” as some vulgar socialists call them, but has been a
function of the state from inception, with one’s place in society and class privileges
riding on the outcome. If you are non-white, you will be treated one way, if you
are white, another. So “racism” is a class doctrine, used by the state for super-
exploitation of certain workers and peoples; in fact, we contend that it is the actual
class relations in North American society.

So-called “white” people are a super-contrived nationality designed to help the
capitalists keep workers of color in their place and safeguard the status quo. So
rather than see the “white” industrial working class as a potentially revolutionary
® class, instead we see it as an opportunistic, collaborationist body which must be ®
redefined and reorganized if it is to constitute a reliable ally and have any ability of
fighting in its own interest as a new class.

As Black autonomists, we of course disagree with Marxists and other “ radicals”
who claim that an authoritarian party and strong leadership cultism is necessary
to produce a social revolution. But we go further and say that neither they or
the Anarchists can lead us as a people of color (or even themselves) to freedom,
even though they have been conditioned as Europeans to command and rule over
people of color. We can work with them on certain projects or in action on a
campaign, but they will not determine the agenda or outcome of our struggles.

However, we differ with the Black Nationalists, although we share many basic
ideas with them. We also believe in and treasure many of the traditions and
history of our people, but believe it must be demystified and made into a culture
of resistance, rather than personality cults or escapism from the reality of racism.

Further, we do not believe in a “race nationalism”, we are not xenophobic, do not
entertain any racial mythology about Europeans, and are not seeking to build a
Black state as the answer to our problems. In many respects, we know that Black
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